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“No fate other than the one I choose.” The timeless creed, and tattoo, bore by the Rousseaus— a vampire
clan with the purest bloodline of any vampire family. Out of this clandestine group came one who was
different, yet the same: Ascher - a half-bloodling— half- human, half vampire.

Ascher questions the purpose for his existence and which world he truly belongs to: the human world or the
vampire world. Two months from sealing to Ursula— a prearranged union to a woman he abhors — he’s at
his wit’s end. He knows if he calls off the sealing, the Romanian clan will strike with deadly force, but he
cannot see eternity with a cold empty shell of a woman like Ursula.

Just when he thought life was complicated enough, he meets Shauna— a beautiful, bi-racial human wiccan
— and immediately develops an unshakable attraction to her. She makes him feel alive and vital despite his
origins and Ascher makes a decision that turns his immortal world upside down.
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From Reader Review The Progeny for online ebook

Brandy Dorsch says

I know that if you follow my blog or facebook pages at all, it is fairly obvious that I am romance book
whore. But do you know that my go to genre, the type that I would read a thousand times over, is vampire. I
LOVE VAMPIRES. So, when two of my favorite people asked if I would be willing to do this series, I said
sure. What an amazing trilogy. I read all three books in one night. When I do that I find it easier on me to do
one big review rather than individual reviews so here goes.
Honor and Loyalty are at the heart of the Rousseau family. It is the bond that binds their loyalties. When
Ascher meets Shauna there is no turning back. Sometimes in life, fate takes a hand to complete a destiny.
Shauna and Ascher are a destined couple. Try telling that to Ursula. She will not stand for the humilation of
having the seal with Ascher broken. She goes to war and revenge is the name of her game. I like that
Shauna’s sister Katy has a role in the book. Sometimes the secondary characters can draw you in more than
the main ones.
In the second book, I was a little distraught. Miscarriages in a book bother me for personal reasons and
Shauna’s at the hands of Ursula’s was harsh. Shauna and Ascher are bonding and her sister Katy is in love.
Ursula intrigues me. I know that evil never needs a reason for the things they do but there were some places
that I just wondered why she kept going on. I understand she was furious with the humilation of getting
dumped but I really wanted to tell her to grow up and get over it. How does she think she is going to beat
destiny? Why does she think she is more powerful than a prophecy?
In the third book they have finally married but war is ever on the horizon and Ursula has more tricks up her
sleeve than a magician. Shauna and Ascher are a wonderful couple and the love and passion they share is
breathtaking.
If you follow my reviews then you know that I don’t like spoilers. I think they take the essence of the
author’s work away from the reader. This series is a fabulous read for anyone that likes paranormal. Yes, it
shares some basic characteristics with other vampire books. In this day and age I think it would be hard not
to. This is one of those series that needs to be savored and devoured. Read it. Then come back here and tell
me that I was right and it’s a kickass series.

Sherri says

A paranormal, suspense-driven storyline with a taste of erotica thrown in makes for an excellent read! I
highly recommend Ms. Laynne’s book and I can’t wait to read the sequel, Blood Bonds. I’m not sure why
others picked apart the book for grammatical errors so harshly because I have read much worse. I found a
couple of errors, but they didn’t distract from the story at all.

Tina Sorensen says

If you loved the Twilight books by Meyer, then you will like this one. Granted, there are some areas that
need more description. Some areas are rushed and not explained well, but overall, it's a good story. It has
suspense and some of the characters you will fall in love with. Give it try!



A.R. Von says

The Progeny is two firsts for me. The first of an amazing, original exciting, memorable, touching and fun
paranormal read and my first time reading anything by Ashlynne Layne. A definite MUST read for any
paranormal romance fans out there that enjoy a magical and endearing story.

Ascher is a devastatingly handsome one of a kind male in his world. Not so much ridiculed for being
different, but cherished and smothered in some ways. He picks on himself more than any others do. He’s a
very special male that finds himself alone no matter the company, incomplete even though he is whole and
unhappy even though joy surrounds him. That’s until the day he meets Shauna. Once he sets his eyes on her,
his whole existence changes in the very best of ways.

Shauna is another that is a beautiful person inside and out but does not have a sense of belonging anywhere.
Being different in anyway makes it hard for her to be accepted by many. On top of that, she’s had a VERY
traumatizing past that constantly haunts her. She’s never had a real relationship in any way shape or form,
except for with her sister. Their bond is unbreakable and true. When she meets Ascher, he world tilts on its
axis and further exploration of why he makes her feel the way she does is in order.

I absolutely LOVE these two together and cannot wait to see what happens next for them and the rest of their
family and friends. An amazing group of people (characters) that are so lovable (well except for one or two
meanies), that they linger in your mind even days after you’re through reading…

Susan says

Ashlynne pens "The Progency" in a plot that is filled with emotions, vampires, witches, love, suspense and
steamy sex. A great start to a new series with well developed, understandable characters. A must read for all
erotic paranormal fans.

This review is based on a complimentary copy from the author which was provided for an honest review.

Anna says

Novel Concept Publishing is a small e-publisher, which does nothing to change my expectations of quality in
a book. In this case, that expectation was too highly placed, as the e-mail offering me an ARC was the most
professional thing about the book. The Progeny was full of basic grammatical errors, awkward dialogue, and
important things popping up suddenly instead of having any foreshadowing whatsoever. I've never hoped so
fervently for differences between the ARC and the finished copy, but judging from the sample I downloaded
of the final product, all these very basic issues are still there. I've never seen so many unnecessary commas in
a book. After awhile I started thinking of them as tears on the page, crying for crimes against grammar.
Sentences like this were disturbingly common: "She spent tons of money buying concealer to cover the, two
or three, scars she'd gotten, in adolescence, when her face waged a holy war against her." Seriously, why you
gotta make the book cry? My brain is reading this like William Shatner is narrating, since all the, pauses, are



unnecessary.

The dialogue wasn't much better. In what is supposed to be a sexy scene, Ascher stops Shawna before they
go too far, knowing she's a virgin. "I want you more than you know. We still shouldn't. Your first time is a
big deal. I want you to be sure. You are so precious to me and your virginity is just as precious. When it's
gone, you can't get it back." Honestly, what man talks like this? The sentiment itself is fine, but unless he's a
stereotypically camp gay man, "you are so precious" is not something I can see coming out of a man's mouth.
(And, uh, if he's the gay best friend, that whole scene has even more problems.)

And since we're on the subject, he doesn't know she's a virgin because she told him. It's not even because he
read her mind. No, he knows because he can smell it. In her blood. Because whether or not you've had sex
before affects the quality of your blood apparently.

The book suffers a lot from infodumping. No subtleties, no weaving pieces in bit by bit. The reader is told
what's going on rather than permitted to draw their own conclusions. At one point, 90 pages into the story,
Ascher informs us, "He sighed with frustration as he heard her thoughts about his necklace. He already heard
her questions about his eating habits and strange eyes constantly, via her curious brain." At his point I could
be heard muttering "No, no he didn't!" Not long previously, there was a scene involving a cupcake that
would have been a natural place to put that sort of question in there, and I waited for the subject to come up.
It didn't. Not until later, when we're just informed via a throwaway line after the fact. Much reader rage
followed.

Most problematic is the relationship between Shawna and Ascher itself. During their slow courtship, he's
basically a giant tool about everything. He plays hot and cold with her a lot in his efforts to try to resist her.
Without any explanations for his behaviour, from Shawna's perspective this should be a big red flag that he's
just not that into her, but she doesn't require more than a half-hearted apology after he avoids her for a week.
He not only doesn't tell her about his fiancé, but actively lies about her. When Shawna inevitably finds out
the truth and is enraged, the book treats her behaviour as unreasonable, going so far as to have her apologize
for her reaction.

"What can I do to help?"
"I just need you." She broke into louder sobs. "I'm so sorry, Ascher. I'm so sorry for everything.
I don't expect you to want me anymore, but I love you. I never stopped."
"You are so absurd. Of course, I still want you. If anyone should apologize, it's me. I didn't try
to explain to you about Ursula. It's entirely my fault. You reacted the way anyone would. That's
behind us now. I'll never giveyou reason to doubt me again. I love you more than my own life.
You don't need to worry about that."
"But I said all of those terrible things to you. I'm ashamed of the terrible things I said."
"Forgotten..."

Yes, all the terrible things she said, like about him being a liar. Since, y'know, he lied to her. Directly.
Actively. Purposefully.

There are a few other issues (awkward phrasing, Ascher's ability to do everything since being a half-blood
evidently means he has the advantages of both vampires and humans without the disadvantages and a few
extra ability besides, poor weak Shawna is constantly portrayed as being less than Ascher...) but at this point
I feel I've ranted long enough a few more problems isn't going to change anyone's mind about picking up this
book or not. There are some ideas worth exploring in here, the glimmer of promise, but The Progeny needs



some heavy editing and rewriting before I could encourage anyone to spend money on it.

Carmen Pacheco says

All the components of a good love story. My full review can be found on Tea and Book! ;)

Grace Fonseca says

A Hot Chocolate Fudge Sundae is what this book was like. I mean a very hot book. I had to have a glass of
water at times, while I was reading this book. Vampire books are sometimes tricky to write, yet this book
was an absolute delight to read.

What was particularly strong in this book was the relationship between Ascher and Shauna. I mean the writer
developed Shauna and Ascher having a friendship first. I mean Shauna isn’t like other girls that Ascher has
met. She intrigues him and makes him curious. Plus he is trying to avoid his upcoming sealing to Ursula
because of the presence of Shauna.

He is very attracted to Shauna for a variety of reasons, but they get to know one another for their own
reasons. For Ascher it’s about connection and feeling that you’ve found your other half and for Shauna
someone she can relate to, share things. I think that this is the basis for any good lasting relationship. They
have their obstacles of course through out the book.

One of the major obstacles in this book was Ursula, who I found to be a great villain. She will do anything to
get Ascher and him to be her mate… but she doesn’t want to let go of him and move on with her life. Ursula
wants Ascher for completely selfish and doesn’t care who she hurts. She is a really great flesh out villain.

I also love how Shauna and Ascher’s love scenes were written. They were written so beautifully that you felt
that these two characters truly loved and cared for each other. Not to mention that these were some of the
hottest scenes I ever read. I had to have a glass of water at times.

Also like the fact that that were some great developments when it came to Shauna’s powers and abilities. I
love when they make the female heroine have powers. I felt that this made the book work so much better.
Because Shauna is Ascher’s equal in this way.

What I love is even though there are so many great twists in this book, I felt that this book was a true
romance. I haven’t read a really good vampire book in a long time. This book had a great hero, heroine and a
good cast of supporting characters. Yet the romance to me was what propelled the story. An excellent
Vampire romance to be savored.



Rating: Five Hearts

Linda Tonis says

I love paranormal books and this one had it all. Murder, vampires, wiccan, love, sex, romance and suspense.
What more could a paranormal lover want?

Ascher Rousseau is a half bloodling from the purest of bloodlines. His mother was a human and his father
was a vampire. He has three brothers, Quinn, Gabriel and Tristian. The family owns a club called Rousseau
and one day a woman walks in who will turn Ascher's life upside down. Her name is Shauna McCutchin and
she is the new bartender.

Ascher is the youngest of the brothers and he is to be mated to Ursula from the Romanian clan. It is a
prearranged marriage and one that Ascher is having difficulty accepting. Ursula is a cold hearted woman and
every time he is near her he feels ill. How can he spend an eternity with someone he can't stand to be
around? If he breaks off the mating, he risks a bloody reprisal from Ursula's clan that could mean war
between the two families. He would be risking his family as well as himself.

But when Shauna arrives he realizes that there is something between them and he knows that he has to break
off the marriage no matter the consequences. Shauna is a beautiful bi-racial woman and he can't get her off
his mind. She has no idea what Ascher is but she also has an immediate reaction to him.

Shauna grew up with very religious parents who punished her for anything that they felt was wrong. Her
childhood was a very unhappy one and her parents eventually disowned her. They refused to talk to her or
allow her sister Katy to have a relationship with her. Katy could only text Shauna or meet her on the sly.
Katy is everything to Shauna and the only family she has. When Ascher calls off the mating with Ursula,
Katy suddenly disappears. There is no doubt who took her and why. Revenge. Can she be found? Is she
alive? The quest for her is very exciting and suspenseful.

There are many characters in the story and the author gives the reader a full understanding of their lives. I
loved reading about Ascher's brothers and his father. We learn the truth about Ascher's birth and about his
mother. There are so many secrets and all questions were fully answered.

This is an author I would have no hesitation in reading again. The story just moved smoothly and never left
me feeling let down.

Reviewed by: Linda Tonis

Member of the Paranormal Romance Review Team

_________________________________



Brenda Dyer says

The Progeny by Asslynne Laynne was a great find for me. I love vampires and this story sure delivers.

Ascher is a half bloodling--half human, half vampire. Shauna is half human, half Wiccan. And together they
make an explosive couple.

The author really brought the emotions of these two to life. She combined action, sex, bloodlust, and power
into a fantastic story. The world she created was new and fresh and I thoroughly enjoyed losing myself in it.

I look forward to the next book in this new series. I hope I don't have to wait too long.

Toni Felton says

The Progeny by Ashlynne Laynne
My review.
“No fate other than the one I choose.” The timeless creed, and tattoo, bore by the Rousseaus— a vampire
clan with the purest bloodline of any vampire family. We meet Ascher, the youngest of the clan who is a
halfling. That is to say he is half vampire, half human. He feels he does not belong in either world and
spends quite a bit of the beginning of the book brooding over where exactly he belongs. He is very beloved
by his older brothers Quinn, Gabriel and Tristan. Ascher is also very unhappy that he is sealed to be mated to
a cold, loathsome vampire from another clan named Ursula.

Suddenly in walks Shauna a beautiful Wiccan waitress that has begun to work at their family bar. He is
extremely attracted to her for reasons I shall not go into, and she him. Shauna comes with issues of her own
that bring more layers to the story.

But what are Shauna and Ascher to do? He is promised to Ursula and breaking that sealing could cause all
out war between the two most powerful Romanian Clans?

I really enjoyed this book. The secondary characters are fully developed and support the primary characters
and there is a lot to love about this book. Love, Sex, Loyalty, Family, Murder, Betrayal. It has it all baby!

4 out of 5 Bats

Review by Toni

Tana says

The Progeny by Asslynne Laynne

Asslynee Laynne brings us a fantastic paranormal love story, her writing is good, I really enjoyed this novel
and I hope there is more to come in the future. The character descriptions were done well and her words
flowed easily giving the reader enough information to understand what is going on in the story. Asslynne has
written two great characters in Ascher and Shauna and you feel for them throughout this story. There are



some small grammatical errors but I tend to skim right by them as they weren’t enough to make be dislike
this book.

Ascher Rousseau is half human, half vampire, all his life he feels out of place and not sure why he exists.
Being a hybrid he feels like he doesn’t belong to any group; humans or vampires. Ascher can walk in the
sunlight making him very different from the other vampires and as far as humans go they have no idea what
he is.
Shauna is half human, half Wiccan who works in Ascher brother’s bar she is beautiful and she sure peaks his
interest. Things start to change for Asher he knows he should stay away from her but he can’t seem to help
himself he wants Shauna to be his.

Then we meet Ursula, the woman Ascher has been arranged to marry, knowing he has found his true mate in
Shauna he must fight to keep her safe. But with Ursula out there knowing his secrets can he really protect
Shauna. You must read to find out more.

I really enjoyed Asslynne Laynne book and she has written an explosive love story I cannot wait to read the
next book in this series and please tell me it won’t be that long.

I have rated this novel 3.5 stars and would clearly give it 4 if the grammatical errors were fixed. Overall
though I enjoyed it and would recommend The Progeny to anyone who loves to read paranormal love stories.

Crystal says

Full of action, love, fighting, and romancing, The Progeny is an amazing read.

Ascher is a unique vampire. Born a half-bloodling - half human and half vampire, he has been living his
existence pretty much alone. With the exception for his family, he loves no one else-not even his fiancée.
That is until he sees the new bartender.

Shauna is your average college student. Starting a new bartending gig, she instantly feels something for her
boss Ascher. Unexplainable feelings of want, lust, and need course through her.

As a chain of events are set into motion, these two become inseparable and so much awesomeness happens!
I'm not saying anything else so I suggest you start reading The Progeny to find out.

Ashlynne did an outstanding job of creating great lead characters as well as amazing supporting characters.
Very descriptive and highly entertaining, I found the storyline easy to follow and was able to lose myself in
the story. I am definitely looking forward to reading Blood Bonds, Book 2 of the Progeny Series.

Penelope Bartotto says

I have decided to use a vampiric analogy to best describe this book in one small paragraph...



The beginning is as if drinking from a corpse, the flow is sluggish, and the mind is left clouded and slightly
confused. Suddenly, you hit the carotid and the flow of sweet, glorious blood is seductive, and quite erotic to
the soul. Before you can drink too much, destroying the donor, you are brought back to reality, and the
wound seals. Your thirst is sated, but for how long? That will be the question, until you read book two,
Blood Bonds.
Enough of a review? Of course not! You know I have more to say.
The story that Laynne has created has some great strengths, and a few weaknesses. The strengths stand in a
good story line, excellent characters, and a talent for drawing you into the story. The weaknesses are...
initially it is hard to get into this story due to a bumpy plot and a linguistic issue that makes it hard to follow
the character Ash. I think that Laynee is trying to blend his past into the present, and sadly it just ends up
causing a story flow issue.
When the story does heat up though, watch out, it gets mighty steamy, very fast. (ADULTS ONLY NOVEL)
Laynee captures the passion superbly, but does an injustice with some of the cruder aspects of portraying the
act of sex. I personally would have preferred to be seduced with the words of love, which to me would have
been more befitting to the story. The ending is an intense move, with a nice flow, until you hit what can
almost seem like an abrupt stop.
Regardless, I would add this to any bookshelf, and am looking forward to taking a bite out of Blood Bonds.
Review for that coming in February 2013.

Monica **can't read fast enough** says

This interracial paranormal romance is the first in a vampire series that revolves around the Rousseau family.
This first book is the story of Ascher, the half human half vampire who is engaged to be sealed to Ursula, the
only daughter of a powerful Romanian vampire clan to fulfill a prophecy. Ascher, however, doesn't love
Ursula and falls for Shaunna, the new employee at the bar his family owns. Shaunna captivates him from
their first meeting and she is drawn to him as well although Ascher comes off less than charming. Shaunna is
a college student on her own after leaving her parents home where she felt stifled and restricted under their
overly constraining rules and beliefs. Shaunna has powers that she doesn't know about as well as possessing
qualities that vampires refer to as the "trinity"-she's a virgin, vegetarian, and doesn't drink alcohol and this
combines to make her scent and blood enticing to any vampire. The secondary characters are just as
interesting as well. The Rousseau brothers are all set up in a way that you want to know their back stories as
well. Tristan has a newly turned vampire bride named Kara who still has trouble controlling both her
emotions and blood lust. Quinn is a lighter version of the brothers, but doesn't hesitate to get in a to the death
fight when it's required. And finally, Gabriel who met Shaunna first and because of his feelings for her is at
odds with Ascher. There are witches and covens. Aggie, Ascher's estranged best friend is a strong witch in
her own right and has to deal with her feelings for Ascher that aren't reciprocated. Although this is further
towards the New Adult genre than I normally read I truly enjoyed it and best of all it's free right now at
Amazon and the following books are only $2.99 each which is a steal. I guess that pretty soon I am going to
have to stop saying that I don't read New Adult because more and more I am being exposed to and enjoying
this genre. I suppose that being exposed to a broader group of books is what I was looking for when I started
this blog and that is certainly what is happening!


