
Kittens Can Kill
Clea Simon

http://bookspot.club/book/22965853-kittens-can-kill
http://bookspot.club/book/22965853-kittens-can-kill


Kittens Can Kill

Clea Simon

Kittens Can Kill Clea Simon
The dead don t keep pets. So when animal behaviorist expert Pru Marlowe gets a call about a kitten, she
doesn t expect to find the cuddly creature playing beside the cooling body of prominent Beauville lawyer
David Canaday. Heart attack? His three adult daughters angrily blame drug interactions, feline allergies and
each other. And begin to feud over their father, his considerable estate, and that cute ball of fluff. While the
cause of death is pending, each sister has an axe to grind with arguments that escalate when David s partner
reads out the will. Pru s special sensory talents and sensitivity to animals that caused her to flee the
cacophony of Manhattan for the quiet Berkshires add further problems. The local vet is overwhelmed with
money running out. There s that needy Sheltie and some invasive squirrels? But the dead man s kitten, his
former partner, and his troublesome family keep drawing wild-girl animal psychic Pru back in. Despite the
wry observations of her trusty tabby Wallis, now the wrongfully accused kitten s guardian, and the grudging
compliance of her cop lover, this may be one time when Pru can t solve the mystery or save the kitten she
wants to believe is innocent. A single witness knows the truth about that bright spring morning. How far can
Pru investigate without risking her own hidden tale?"
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From Reader Review Kittens Can Kill for online ebook

Susan Johnston says

Princess Fuzzypants here to tell you how much I enjoy the Pru Marlowe series. This latest book Kittens Can
Kill, is one of the better ones. It starts with a poor little kitty who witnesses a murder. The kitten tries to tell
Pru what happened but, as usual, it is not that easy. Pru always needs help from other animals to interpret
what the kitten is trying to say. Her most influential assistance is her cat, naturally. I love how Wallis drips
with catitude despite an evident fondness for her human companion.
I don't want to spoil the book for you but if you have not yet read any of the series, give it a try. It is good
reading for both human and feline.

Sherry Fundin says

Kittens can Kill by Clea Simon is a cozy mystery. The title made me curious and the cover is so sweet, I
couldn’t resist it. Do you think a cute little kitty kat could be a killer? Maybe the murderer is not the four
legged kind of kitty kat.

Pru Marlowe could be called a critter whisperer. She is able to communicate with animals. She is a loner,
unless you count her talking to cats and all the other animals she can converse with, until…

A murder brings a white fluffy ball of fur into her life. I loved the humorous conversations with Wallis, her
cocky, snarky, cat.

I don’t think the household kitty kat can kill, at least not on purpose, but I’ sure people do, especially when
there is a large inheritance involved.

Kittens Can Kill starts off with the murder and the action continues at a steady pace.

The storyline is predictable, but that’s okay. I love cozy mysteries and most of them are predictable. I
enjoyed the story and the humorous writing style of Clea Simon. I loved the “sensitive” issue, the paranormal
addition to the murder. The suspects were all suspicious to me and Clea kept me guessing until near the end.
That is unusual for me and a big KUDOS to her for pulling it off. I would highly recommend adding Kittens
Can Kill to your reading list. It is a purr-fect summer read.

I received an ARC of Kittens Can Kill in return for an honest review.

Elaine says

When Pru goes to check up on a kitten, she finds much more than she'd bargained for! The kitten is playing
with a button beside the dead body of the man who was supposed to be its owner. This starts the tale - is is
murder or natural causes. The man had three daughters and all seem to take sibling rivalry to the extreme,
each seeming to blame the others for his untimely demise. Pru has little option but to investigate further and
makes great use of her hidden talent and secret supporter to help her do so. Her talent is her ability to



communicate telepathically with animals and her secret supporter, her Doctor Watson, is Wallis - her cat.

This is a great story set in small town America. The character - both animal and human - are superbly
portrayed and there are lots of surprises as the story unfolds. This is another great story in the series and I
highly recommend it!

Thanks to the author and publishers, too, for letting me read an ARC of this book in exchange for this, an
honest review.

Carolyn Injoy says

I received a free kindle copy of Kittens Can Kill: A Pru Marlowe Pet Noir by Clea Simon, published by
Poisoned Pen Press from NetGalley in exchange for a fair review. I gave it five stars.

This mystery was a pleasant surprise that kept me guessing until the end of the book. The dynamics of a
family following a death was clearly delineated. The emotional roller coaster caused by grief was on the
spot. The fact that Pru Marlowe has a special gift with animals was a nice touch. Pru's relationship with
Wallis her own cat & interaction with the new kitten revealed a knowledge of cats that was delightful.

Can Pru tread the waters of the emotional tsunami of the three sisters? Can she keep her own gift as a secret?

I highly recommend this five star book.

Link to purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Kittens-Can-Kil...

Bookschatter says

Prior to even considering reading this book, ask yourself this question: "Can you cope with a jaded and nosy
woman narrator who can talk to animals Dr Dolittle style and sense their traumas and presence á la "Sixth
Sense"?

If the answer is no, as you think that is an absolutely ridiculous and annoying concept, you should really give
this one a miss.

Also, if you are looking for a cosy novel, this isn't it.

Pru Marlowe is a typical noir character: she has baggage, bad habits and often a bad attitude.  She is very
sceptical about people and she is very nosy.  She is not a private investigator and she does not work for the
police; she is an animal behaviourist, with a very special talent, which is both a blessing and a curse for her:
Pru does not just sense what animals think, she can actually fully understand their language, and read their
minds, and they can hers.

Kittens Can Kill is the fifth instalment in the Pru Marlowe Pet Noir series, and the first one I have ever read.

It is well written and fairly engaging, even though at times I found some passages to be a bit slow and rather



educational with preachy undertones about animal welfare (which is not necessarily a bad thing).

We get a reasonable insight into the main characters, who are mostly unlikeable, and what had actually
happened to the deceased, Mr D Canaday, does not become clear until the very end.

Family feuds and intrigue are plentiful.

All in all, I did enjoy this book and I would definitely read more from this author.

[ARC received via Netgalley]

BooksChatter

Dianne says

This was an interesting book that could be called a ‘cozy’ although I would not do so. This is the fifth book
in the Pru Marlowe series. While some people could read this as a standalone, I would not suggest you do so.
This was the first book I read in this series and found that because I hadn’t read the other four books, I was at
a disadvantage.
The concept behind this series is an interesting one, although it has been done before. Pru is an animal
behaviorist who can also ‘talk’ to animals and they talk to her. In this novel she sort of stumbles into, what
on first glance, looks like an accidental death. A kitten that one of the deceased daughters got him is what
causes Pru to be there in the first place. Confusion ensues, accusations are thrown back and forth and Pru is
in the middle. Now Pru’s instincts are telling her it is murder.

I had several problems with this novel and the most difficult for me was the fact that the protagonist Pru is a
difficult person to like or to feel empathy for. She may care for the animals but she sure doesn’t seem to give
a darn for any humans and I have a feeling that this may have been explained in earlier books. (like why she
is the *itch that she is). Her heavy drinking and bootie calls, leaves something to be desired also.

The writing and especially the dialogue is choppy and sometimes very difficult to follow, the clues are all
there (some things are quite obvious right from the very start) but the characters choose not to ‘see’ them.
While this pushes the book to the climax, it can make this a frustrating read.

I will admit to a curiosity that will have me reading at least the first book to see if some of my difficulties
with this book and these characters had already been explained.

ARC supplied by publisher.

Marsha Spohn says

First reviewed at Keeper Bookshelf



Pru hadn’t expected to walk in and find a dead man. No, she was here simply to get a brand new kitten
settled in his new home. Finding the kitten next to the body, the very dead body of David Canaday playing
with a button was not in the game plan for the day.

And so begins the newest addition to the Pru Marlowe Pet Noir series by Clea Simon. As with any mystery, I
need to be very careful as to how much I reveal about the story. I believe you have the basic set up in the
cover/story blurb.

I bounced around among the various suspects in this mystery. For about 15 minutes one person would be my
solid pick, then a few chapters later.. no, it just has to be this person – until finally I just threw up my reading
hands and settled in to let the story tell me who did it. And I really didn’t see it until the end – oh sure
looking back I can see tons of clues scattered about – but isn’t that the level of a good mystery? The job of an
excellent mystery is to keep me guessing until the last page, and Kittens Can Kill did a very good job at that.

Since this is the first Pru Marlowe novel I’ve read, (it certainly won’t be the last) I was fascinated with Pru’s
abilities. I so often wish I knew what my pets really wanted instead of trying to guess. Pru has no magical
abilities really, just for some reason she can hear animal’s thoughts. Considering how many animals there are
in this world – that could be deafening.

I simply adored Wallis. Since one of my cats is almost 18 years old, and with a kitten in the house (now a
terrible 2 year old) – I can so imagine my Charlie looking at me with the same distain that Wallis looked at
Pru. Humans – do they understand nothing! :) Maybe we should pay more attention to what our pets are
trying to tell us.

Overall, I very much enjoyed Kittens Can Kill. The story moved along at a steady pace, the suspects acted a
little more guilty as time went on and when the guilty party is finally revealed – it all makes perfect sense.
What I really respected is that the one “who did it” really is in the story the entire time – I cannot stand when
an author tosses in someone totally never in the book, out of the blue as the killer. To me that is such an
insult. Nope, we just have to figure out who it is.

I would recommend Clea Simon’s Kittens Can Kill to anyone who remotely enjoys a mystery. From diehard
mystery fans to those just dabbling their toes in the genre. It’s a very good story and a satisfying mystery. I’d
give it a 4 outta 5 on my rating scale. Go check it out for yourself.

*I received an e-ARC of Kittens Can Kill from the publisher and NetGalley in exchange for an honest
review. That does not change what I think of this novel.*

Cats of Ulthar February Weird Fiction says

Review: KITTENS CAN KILL by Clea Simon
(A Pru Marlowe Pet Noir)

Pru Marlowe, who lives in a small Berkshires town, hears intuitively and speaks to animals, domestic and
wild. She gets by as an unofficial (I. E., not officially trained) animal behaviorist, including dog walking and
squirrel control. Pru carries a lot of emotional baggage, which makes her all the more admirable as a
protagonist--she admits her imperfections, and does what she can. In this episode, she is hired to supply food
and necessities for a very young pedigree kitten, to a senior citizen. Better if she had demanded payment in



advance; better yet if she had refused that job. But intrepid Pru is not a quitter, so she perseveres, despite
increasing dangers.

Crittermom says

Pru Marlowe is an animal behaviorist with a unique gift, the ability to hear the thoughts of animals. While it
is a great help in her career, the ability leads her to isolate herself from others. When an assignment leads Pru
to discover a dead body next to a young kitten, she is reluctantly drawn into investigating. Unveiling the
secrets of the dead lawyer's feuding daughters forces Pru to face aspects of her own past in order to catch a
killer.

Pru is not the most likeable protagonist, but she is very real and the author makes her behaviors and
motivations easy to understand. Pru's flaws add dimension to her character. Her love for and connection with
animals is clear throughout. Clea Simon does a fantastic job with her characterization of animals. The
animals within the book are not simply humans with fur. They behave in a recognizably species specific
manner.

The mystery keeps the reader guessing until close to the end. I would highly recommend this novel to animal
lovers and to anyone who enjoys a well crafted mystery.

I received an advanced reader copy from Poisoned Pen Press and Netgalley.com in exchange for an honest
review.

--Crittermom

Victor Gentile says

Clea Simon in her new book, “Kittens Can Kill” Book Five in the Pru Marlowe Pet Noir series published by
Poisoned Pen Press gives us another adventure with Pru Marlowe.

From the back cover: The dead don’t keep pets.

So when animal behaviorist expert Pru Marlowe gets a call about a kitten, she doesn’t expect to find the
cuddly creature playing beside the cooling body of prominent Beauville lawyer David Canaday. Heart
attack? His three adult daughters angrily blame drug interactions, feline allergies—and each other. And
begin to feud over their father, his considerable estate, and that cute ball of fluff. While the cause of death is
pending, each sister has an axe to grind—with arguments that escalate when David’s partner reads out the
will.

Pru’s special sensitivity to animals, which caused her to flee the cacophony of Manhattan for the quiet
Berkshires, adds further problems. The local vet is overwhelmed as the animal hospital’s money runs out.
There’s a needy Sheltie and some invasive squirrels, too. But the dead man’s kitten, his former partner, and
his troublesome family keep drawing “wild-girl” animal psychic Pru back in.

Despite the wry observations of her trusty tabby Wallis, now the wrongfully accused kitten’s guardian, and



the grudging compliance of her cop lover, this may be one time when Pru can’t solve the mystery or save the
kitten she wants to believe is innocent. A single witness knows the truth about that bright spring morning.
How far can Pru investigate without risking her own hidden tale?

This is a highly intriguing mystery. I think Pru Marlowe not only has a highly interesting job, animal
behaviorist, but is one of the most interesting characters to come along in quite a while. We all have
relationships with our pets, she more than others, and I think it is a lot of fun. When humans witness a
murder there is trauma involved. Well guess what there is trauma for the animal as well, especially if the
animal is a kitten. The suspects will keep you going in circles as Pru, with the help of her cat and the kitten,
tries to sort through all the clues. “Kittens Can Kill” is quite an engrossing book. Don’t start this book late at
night as it will cost you sleep as you try to finish it before you go to bed. I am looking forward to more from
Ms. Simon and this wonderful series.

Disclosure of Material Connection: I received this book free from Partners In Crime. I was not required to
write a positive review. The opinions I have expressed are my own. I am disclosing this in accordance with
the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255: “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonials in Advertising.”

Betty says

Pru is called to take a kitten for a wellness check. Arriving she find a well known lawyer dead and the kitten
playing with a button. Not wanting to leave the liken alone she takes it to Wallis who was not thrilled. The
kitten suffers a compulsion and Pru is worried about it. Wallis tells her he okay. The lawyer's 3 daughters are
feuding over their father's death. The County hospital is in financial difficulties and close. Pru needs,to find
answers to these questions. I so enjoy my visits with Wallis and Pru I brought a book that I haven't read.

Full Disclosure: I received a free copy from Poison Pen Press through Netgalley for an hint review. I wIshed
to thank them for the opportunity to read and review this book. The opinions are my own.

Veronica says

I am always a sucker for murder mysteries involving animals. Think Lilian Jackson Braun and Rita Mae
Brown for example. So I was intrigued and delighted when I read the description of this novel. What could
be better than a murder mystery involving animals and people who are able to actually communicate with
them? I found the book to be a fun and easy read. I would love to see more banter between the animals and
their human though :) I received this book for free from Netgalley in exchange for an honest review.

Lynn Demsky says

“The dead don’t keep pets. So when animal behaviorist expert Pru Marlowe gets a call about a kitten, she
doesn’t expect to find the cuddly creature playing beside the cooling body of prominent Beauville lawyer
David Canaday. Heart attack? His three adult daughters angrily blame drug interactions, feline
allergies—and each other. And begin to feud over their father, his considerable estate, and that cute ball of
fluff. While the cause of death is pending, each sister has an axe to grind—with arguments that escalate



when David’s partner reads out the will. Pru’s special sensitivity to animals, which caused her to flee the
cacophony of Manhattan for the quiet Berkshires, adds further problems. The local vet is overwhelmed as the
animal hospital's money runs out. There’s a needy Sheltie and some invasive squirrels, too. But the dead
man’s kitten, his former partner, and his troublesome family keep drawing “wild-girl” animal psychic Pru
back in. Despite the wry observations of her trusty tabby Wallis, now the wrongfully accused kitten’s
guardian, and the grudging compliance of her cop lover, this may be one time when Pru can’t solve the
mystery or save the kitten she wants to believe is innocent. A single witness knows the truth about that bright
spring morning. How far can Pru investigate without giving out her secret.”

This was a delightful story to read! Once I got started with it, I couldn’t put it down! The characters were so
real and could be anyone living near you. Then with Pru (and her ability to understand animals) –just
amazing! The plot was interesting, intriguing, confusing and fun! Clea Simon writes a GREAT mystery. 5
stars can’t possible rate this story, worth so many more!

Ann says

Pru, an animal behavior expert, is called to collect a kitten playing beside a dead lawyer. His daughters
become the chief suspects. Pru can "communicate" with animals and the kitten is giving her some conflicting
info about the murder. Pru, along with her boyfriend police chief need to solve the crime before someone
else gets hurt. I haven't read any of the previous Pru Marlowe series but this one was entertaining and nicely
written. I will long for others in the series.

Robyn says

Pru Marlowe is an animal psychic and behaviorist—she also happens to be an amateur sleuth! Together with
her furred and feathered friends, Pru investigates the crimes in her sleep Berkshire town. This time the victim
is a prominent lawyer, and the only witness is a small, white kitten.

"Kittens Can Kill" is the fifth book in Clea Simon’s Pet Noir series. I have not yet read the other titles, but
still found this book enjoyable. In this one, Pru is hired to help a kitten adjust to his new home. Upon arrival
she finds the kitten…and a dead body! When little Ernesto becomes the prime suspect, Pru races to solve the
puzzle before the kitten is put down.

I enjoyed the protagonist; she has a bit of an edge to her, like someone who’s been through too much.
Between her “gift,” and (what might be) a painful past, she’s very self-protective. Personally, I found the
character’s “flaws” made her more a more believable character. I also enjoyed the way the author combined
basic animal behavior knowledge with mental-picture images to create the language Pru uses to
communicate with the animals around her. Simon goes so far as to show how Pru’s special sensitivity is
often painful for her as she experiences events from the animal’s point of view.

I received an e-copy of "Kittens Can Kill" in exchange for an honest review. In my opinion, it is a light cozy.
There are plenty of twists to keep you guessing, although the alert reader might have a good hunch for who
the murderer is. Even so, the characters are fun—especially for animal lovers.




