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From Reader Review Mortimer's Christmas Manger for online
ebook

Katherine says

A sweet picture book for children to help personalize the true meaning of Christmas. Through Mortimer, a
mouse hoping for a new home for himself, the reader explores the nativity story and "making room" for
Jesus. A wonderful book with bright, delightful illustrations!

Perfumegirl says

What a cute Christmas book ~ Mortimer Mouse is trying to find a warm home and finds a manger scene and
keeps moving the figures out, but they are back in place the next day. Morimer learns about the manger
scene.

Can't wait til it gets closer to Christmas for my grandson to get to hear the story.

I am checking out numerous children's Christmas books. I need 12 to wrap for the 12 days before Christmas
and then my daughter's family can read a book a night before Christmas...such fun.

12/12/16 My grandson loved it...

Becky says

First sentence: In a big house lived a wee mouse named Mortimer. He dwelled in a dark hole under the stairs.
Nobody ever noticed little Mortimer. And Mortimer liked it that way. But he didn't like his hole. "Too cold.
Too cramped. Too creepy," squeaked Mortimer.

Premise/plot: Mortimer is in search of a new home, a better home. To his surprise, he finds such a
home…easily. But it's a home filled with statues. There is even a statue of a baby of all things?! The baby is
easily shoved OUT of the way. And Mortimer settles into a MOUSE-SIZE bed, happy at last. But will that
happiness last? And why do the humans keep putting the statues back up day after day?!

My thoughts: When Mortimer encounters Jesus (Or "statue-baby-Jesus") for the first time, his response was
quick: THERE'S NO ROOM FOR YOU HERE, OUT YOU GO. I think Mortimer's response is the natural
human response to the actual Jesus. People may "have room" for baby Jesus a couple of days each
December. Shoved in amongst other activities or festivities. But is there a place for Jesus in their actual lives,
year round? Not just the baby Jesus, the harmless, inoffensive Jesus. But the born-to-die, Savior-Rescuer.
(Jesus can't be squeezed into little corners, little pockets of our lives. He's the LORD of the universe. But I
digress.)

Mortimer has a second encounter with Jesus. This time it's the Jesus of the Word. He overhears the family
reading the Christmas story. He learns who Jesus is, he learns what Jesus came to do. This changes
everything…for Mortimer. Jesus must come. He must go. They can't both sleep in the manger. And



Mortimer surrenders what was never really "his" to Jesus. He also offers up a prayer.

The story has a happy ending because the family has been busy making a gingerbread house. Of course
Mortimer thinks it's a direct answer to his prayers!

Text: 4 out of 5
Illustrations: 5 out of 5
Total: 9 out of 10

Karen says

I started a Christmas picture book collection for my kids, and this was one of my first purchases a few years
back. This is such a cute story - Mortimer dislikes his cold, lonely mouse hole and when he finds the manger
scene, he thinks it is the perfect replacement- until he hears the story of the first Christmas. Such a great way
to talk about the Nativity. The writing is a little more lengthy than Wilson's Bear books, but still just as good.
I haven't found a Karma Wilson book yet that we don't love.

Sarah says

This is my favorite Christmas story. Mortimer is a mouse who lives in a cold, creepy hole under the stairs.
One day he discovers a house that is the perfect size for him; one problem there are people living in it! After
careful investigation, Mortimer discovers they are only statues and proceeds to take over. One night while
hiding near his new home, he hears a story about a man and woman and a baby. There was no room for this
baby and he was born in a stable. Mortimer realizes that the baby he keeps "lugging and tugging" out of his
house is Jesus. Overcome with sadness, Mortimer gives "his" house back to baby Jesus and prays that Jesus
will bless him with a nice warm house to live in.

I love this story, Karma Wilson does a great job telling the story, so that even older kids will be interested.
The illustrations are super detailed and fun.

Teri says

I love this sweet story of a little mouse named Mortimer who keeps moving the members of the nativity and
sleeping in the manger. He hears the story of Jesus and has a change of heart.

Nicole says

My first grader checked this out from her school library today so we read it for a bedtime story. I will be
buying to add to our Christmas library. It was sweet but not cheesy. It illuminates the Christmas story in a
way that children can relate to. We all felt warm and quiet as the story progressed, particularly as Mortimer
realized who the baby in the manger was. It was refreshing to read a children's Christmas book that was
about Jesus, not Santa Claus. We loved it.



Twinkle says

Mortimer is a little mouse looking for a new home. When he spies a Nativity setting he has no hesitation in
throwing baby Jesus out of the manger and settling in for a long nap. He does this every night until one
evening he hears the human family of the house reading the story of the first ever Christmas. Feeling very
sorry for his actions, Mortimer reinstates the baby Jesus to his rightful place in the manger, and prays that
God will find him a new home. The next day he finds the most beautiful house of all…

“Mortimer sniffed. Mortimer snuffled. A tear rolled down his furry cheek. ‘There was no room
for you in the inn. But I know where there is room.’ he said.”

Roberta says

Nicely illustrated.

Jessica Simmons says

This was such a good book to read! I liked that it brought the story of Christmas into it. It showed how Jesus
came to save us and He will show us what we need! Very cute story for Christmas!

Karen says

2015 - A cute new addition to our Advent reading countdown. I found this one last year after the Christmas
season and decided to add it to our collection. It is a fun read about Mortimer the mouse and how he is
looking to find a new home that is warm and cozy instead of his cold one. I love how he finds a new place
and rearranges things to suit his needs, but then how he hears a story and realizes what house he took over.
He puts everything back with understanding now for the new king who sleeps in the manager. The
illustrations are bright and cheery too. This book will be part of our countdown each year.

babyhippoface says

Well, if Mortimer isn't the cutest little mouse ever, I don't know who is (no disrespect, Mickey, but this
Mortimer has a sweet little face and cries big, sad tears).

Mortimer's dark hole in the wall is too cramped, too cold, and too creepy. He wants a cozy house. One day
he spots a brand new house just his size, on a table next to a green tree covered in twinkling colored lights



with a shiny star on top. But this house is full of statues! Mortimer tugs and lugs and clears every last statue
out, even the baby in the wooden bed. But the next day, when he returns from scavenging for snacks,
Mortimer finds that the statues are all back where they started! More lugging and tugging!

Only when he overhears a person reading the Christmas story aloud does Mortimer realize who he's dragging
out of that little manger, and his tiny heart breaks as he begins to understand the real meaning of Christmas
and what the nativity represents.

I wish Karma Wilson had written this book about 18 years ago, because it would have been in my collection
at home for my little girls. Of course, the girls would have made sure we had a gingerbread house every
single year, just for the Mortimers in our house. Serious cuteness here.

Ashley Jacobson says

Super cute story about a mouse who finds the real reason for Christmas. Mortimer finds the nativity scene
and doesn’t understand why these strange people are living there. He moves them out every day and sleeps in
the Manger. He goes out exploring during the day and cannot figure out why they are back in heir spot when
he returns. One night, he comes “home” to the stable and hears the family reading the Christmas story. He
realizes who those people are- statues of important people, especially the baby whose bed he was stealing.
Mortimer leaves, feeling alone, and decides to pray and ask that baby to help him find a place for him to
belong. His prayer is answered in a cute way. This is quickly becoming one of my top 2 or 3 Christmas
books!

Lisa Brown says

The story of Mortimer, a mouse who doesn't like his cold, dark, and creepy home in the wall. He goes
searching for a new home, only to find a nice house that is filled with statues. He pushes them all out,
including the baby that was in the bed of straw, and makes it his home. Each evening he returns to find his
new house once again full of the statues, and so he removes them. Then one night, he overhears the story of
baby Jesus, and he realizes who he has been taking out of his house. He pts all the statues back and goes in
search of a new home.

Very cute, and I love that it centers on Christ. It is sometimes hard to find Christmas books that are not all
about Santa - and I like Santa books, mind you, but it is nice to have some that have the true meaning of
Christmas :).

Storywraps says

Mortimer's a little mouse,
He longs so much for his own house.
He now resides inside a hole
That's dark and damp
Without a soul.



Each day he looks for crumbs and bits
And spots a little house that fits.
The house is high
He starts to climb
He reaches it in record time.

But what he finds there
Baffles him,
Little people are within.
Animals and a baby sleeps ....
No one talks, no not a peep.

The tiny baby's little bed
Is just his size and he is lead
To tug and pull
The statues out
Crawl in the bed
And without a doubt...

Mortimer has found a home
The next few days
He starts to roam
Finds cookie crumbs and lots of snacks
But strangely finds the statues back.
He drags and shoves them, clears the house
Quite a task for a little mouse.

Then one night he hears a story
Of a little babe that came from Glory
He came to save the world from sin
But there was not a room for him.
Baby Jesus was his name
And suddenly Mortimer felt great shame.

He knew whose bed he had overtaken
He knew baby Jesus had felt forsaken
He made up his mind right then and there
To give up his dream and not despair.
Mortimer prayed and asked as he fled
For a house of his own and a comfy bed.

Then Mortimer spied an amazing house
One just perfect for a little mouse.
No statues or animals,
All candy and s-t-e-a-d-y
He climbed up to inspect it....
And smiled .... move-in ready!




