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This year's guest editor, Sue Grafton, has put together a wonderfully diverse collection of stories to surprise
and satisfy all fans of the genre. In this volume, best-selling writers such as Mary Higgins Clark, Walter
Mosley, Lawrence Block, Jay McInerney, and Donald E. Westlake stand alongside an impressive array of
new talent. As Grafton writes in her introduction, "Nowhere is iniquity, wrongdoing, and reparation more
satisfying to behold than in the well-crafted yarns spun by the writers represented here." Already a bestseller
in its first year, this year's collection of The Best American Mystery Stories promises to keep readers
intrigued and coming back for more.
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From Reader Review The Best American Mystery Stories 1998 for
online ebook

Steven Freeman says

Most of the stories were very good. An enjoyable way to relax with a story per day.

Rob McMonigal says

Not a bad collection, if memory serves.

Linda says

This was a departure for me as I typically read novels, not short stories. I enjoyed the Two ladies of Rose
Cottage, Black Dog and This is a Voice from Your Past and several others.
Have you ever read a story and it makes you uneasy? The character has gotten himself in a jam and just
keeps making it worse or continues to make bad choices? Well, the 1st couple of stories are like that and it
was hard for me to keep reading. I don't give up once I start reading so I kept reading all the stories to the
end.
I won't pick up another Best American Mystery Story book, I'll stick to my novels. :-)

Andre says

This was the first of what turned out to be an annual ritual for me. Come December, I head for Vrooman's
and look for the latest installment in the series. Every year's collection is put together by publisher Otto
Penzler and new guest editor (Sue Grafton, in this case). Some years are better than others, but none are
dogs. These are great books to bring along while traveling — because they're easier to put down.

J.C. says

not much to say about this one. like the last one (1997) had numerous stories about movie stars and
celebrities, this one was filled with dogs in some form or another.

most of the stories were predictable, good MacGuffins were hard to come by. in one story (one of the better
ones) I knew how it would end by page three (a dog was the giveaway) and the main character just looked
stupid in the end. still it was one of the better written stories I came across.

I didn't even finish half of them.



just four more in the series left on the shelf.

Bookworm234 says

•Child Support by David Ballard ??? I didn't actually get it because it was short.
•Swear Not by the Moon by Scott Bartels ?? *1.5 stars* The worst story of this book.
•Keller on The Spot by Lawrence Block ???? I loved the story the only thing I didn't like was that it ended on
a cliffhanger.
•The Man Next Door by Mary Higgins Clark ????? I loved this story, it didn't end on a cliffhanger; it was a
full story unlike the previous ones. I'm glad I didn't gave up on this book.
•This Is a Voice from Your Past by Merrill Joan Gerber ????? I loved this story; it went pretty fast but I
enjoyed it.
•The Old Spies Club by Edward D. Hoch ???? I liked the story but: 1st: it was short and 2nd: it ended
abruptly.
•Beyond Dog by Pat Jordan ???? I liked the story but I didn't get the title.
•Find Miriam by Stuart Kaminsky ????? While reading it I thought I was reading one of Poirot's stories. It
was fun, I loved it.
•Secrets by Janice Law ???? I liked it but not that much to give it 5 stars.
•The Adventure Of The Giant Rat of Sumatra by John T. Lescroart ????? Another brilliant adventure of
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson! this plot twist was awesome.
•Night Crawlers by John Lutz ????? I liked it but I don't have any specific reasons.
•Prayer for Judgment by Margaret Maron ????? I loved it, the plot twist was sudden.
•Con Doctor by Jay Mclnerney ???? I didn't quite get the story but it was alright.
•Black Dog by Walter Mosley ????? Awwww! This was the most hearttouching story of the book.
•Faithless by Joyce Carol Oates ???? The only thing I didn't understand is if Gretel was murdered or if she
died from "natural" causes as she said the last day she was seen alive. Also there wasn't an awesome plot
twist as I hoped. :(
•The Two Ladies of Rose Cottage by Peter Robinson ????? I absolutely loved this story! No words to
describe how happy I am.
• Twelve Days Out Of Traction by Dave Shaw ??? I didn't really understand the story :/
•The Power of Suggestion by Helen Tucker ????? This was freaking awesome!!!
•Take It Away by Donald E. Westlake ????? It was an excellent crime story, I loved it.
•The Rest of Her Life by Steve Yarbrough ??? I didn't really understand it but it was great.

In conclusion, I liked most of the stories so I guess I can give it 3 or more stars as a book.

Steve Goble says

While most of these should be labeled "crime stories" as opposed to "mysteries," the selection is pretty good
and the bulk of the stories are well-written.

Anderse says

Like eating through my pantry reserves, I'm reading my way through all the books I own but somehow never



read. This is left from xmas 2007 I think.


