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Would Pride and Prejudice have been different if Colonel Fitzwilliam had accompanied Mr. Bingley and Mr.
Darcy to Netherfield? What would happen if Mr. Darcy made friends with a mysterious member of the
Meryton neighborhood who refuses an introduction but who has a close relationship with the Bennet
household?

Elizabeth Bennet, the second of five daughters to Mr. Thomas Bennet has caught the attention of the rich and
handsome Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy almost from the moment he laid eyes on her, but when he purposefully
misinterprets her families expectation of her marrying well and dlights her in away unknown to those who
have always loved Jane Austen 's acclaimed Pride and Prejudice, he must leave forever or make amends.
Sulking in the library he determines to leave the place and give her up, but is waylaid by a member of the
Meryton neighborhood who claims an intimate acquaintance with the Bennet family and offers up advice on
how to win Elizabeth 's heart.

Longbourn 's Unexpected Matchmaker puts a spin on Pride and Prejudice that no one would ever expect as
Colonel Fitzwilliam attends Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy to Netherfield, Elizabeth Bennet is witty enough to
detect the motives of Mr. Darcy 'slong time enemy Lieutenant Wickham and Georgiana Darcy is bold
enough to defy her brother and cousin and comes to Meryton in the midst of a storm. Not to mention
Caroline Bingley, Lieutenant Wickham and Lady Catherine are al working against our hero and heroine
ever finding their own happily ever after.
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From Reader Review Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker for
online ebook

Patricia says

"Be careful what you wish for," the old saying goes, and in thisinstance | have to say that is exactly what
this book proves quite decisively. Often in the past | have bemoaned the fact that there are too many
misunderstandings, and with just afew simple words the charactersin the book would understand each other
and everything would work out. But I've realized that those misunderstandings are often what create such
perfect conflict and make the story interesting.

Now to this book. | was really intrigued by the subject of Mr. Bennet's matchmaking, and the book started
out well enough. But soon it got bogged down by too much information. Characters repeat themselves way
too often and spill their guts at the dightest provocation. Lifelong secrets are reveal ed with little prodding
even when done so by virtual strangers. And after afairly decent first half that had me thinking about
perhaps rating it 3 1/2 starsit is lucky | didn't go down to one by the second half, which became boring in the
extreme.

After thisis all sweetness and rainbows. There are villains, but stupid ones that tell their hero counterparts all
their plans so they can be instantly foiled. So after this the only thing that the rest of the story gave me was
boring fillers. Lots of rushing to each other and fluttering hearts and heavy breaths. Too many details about
finances and about how much money the Bennet daughters will receive as dowries and pin money once they
are married. Every single penny is explained and gushed about with amazement. Another thing is there istoo
much discussion of shopping and purchases. I’'m usually one who loves shopping and description of finery,
but in this book it went on and on for chapters. It got to the point that | was either wishing to skip ahead
because it was too boring or rolling my eyes at the sappy romantic scenes.

In the original Darcy was proud and disagreeable and only changed because of hislove for Elizabeth. Not so
in this story. Darcy and Elizabeth are perfect and without flaws. There is no conflict, and even their original
misunderstanding was quickly fixed, and they were left gazing into each others eyes and trying to outdo each
other in their professions of love.

I'm glad that | read the book though because it really made me appreciate conflict in novels, and I'll
remember the next time | am complaining about it.

Emma says

Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker takes Jane Austen's acclaimed novel Pride and Prejudice and puts
aspin on it from chapter one. It must be different because Colonel Fitzwilliam isaso afriend of My.
Bingley's and comes to Netherfield at Michaelmas.

Darcy dlights Elizabeth in an all new way, fallsin love sooner, is determined to give her up and leave the
place, runsinto a mysterious friend and then takes the time to learn about the Bennet family and not judge
them so quickly.



Theresult is a courtship that no one expects with discussions in unlikely places, friendships no one would
ever have considered and an event near the end that will shock you.

There are unlikely characters conspiring together and an added element to the ever popular double wedding.

Be sure to read this great Pride and Prejudice adaptation. Y ou are sure to love it.

Kate Maxwell says

The fist half of this book, | wanted to give 5 stars, as | was constantly laughing out loud as well as
exclaiming on how much | loved this version of P& P. However, as soon as the Bennet Girls went to London,
my assessment went to 2 Stars. The second half of the book seemed rushed, and rather stilted. The second
half was all too 'shiny, happy peopl€e for me.

Having Mr Bennet be an ‘'unknown' to Darcy, and his helping Darcy learn more about Elizabeth and their
courtship was a very nice touch. | could imagine that Elizabeth would be atree climber, though | imagine it
would have been rather difficult in long dresses.

If only the book kept with the tone of the first half, this book would have been awinner!

Kasia Burlakoff says

45 stars

It was avery well written book, mostly focused on D& E relationship and Darcy and Mr Bennet's friendship.
| enjoyed them both very much. There were alot of interactions, and they made the majority of the book.

My main complaint is that the villains were dealt with too quickly, and there were too many quotes from
P& P. But the original scenes were excellent.

Highly recommended for readers who look for arelationship, not plot driven book.

Vaarin says

Delightful, sweet and clean read. Low to no angst although Wickham, Caroline and lady Catherine dud cause
trouble.

In this PnP variation, the Colonel accompanied Darcy and Bingley to Netherfield.

There was delivered no insult to Elizabeth at the assembly as Richard interrupted before the words could be
uttered, changing the timeline off canon from this point. Darcy did manage to insult Elizabeth in another
manner though and as he retreated to the library, he got a new but anonymous friend. His new friend offer to
aid him in restoring him in Elizabeth's good opinion. Meeting frequently to discuss the matter.

An understanding between ODC occurred about halfway through the book and the rest was meeting
relatives, dealing with the trouble makers and wedding preparations.



Deducted a star asit occasionally dragged and was atad on the sweet side for my liking.

Enjoyable read.

Suzan Lauder says

Please beware that thisis the most poorly-edited book of my knowledge. It contains numerous word-pair
mixups, bad grammar, punctuation errors, layout errors, the works. But the story is quite good. | hope the
author intends to update it with areal editor and re-market it because it deserves that attention.

Victoria says

[I found their engagement was tedious and the bits about the shopping boring. | also didn't like how they
used the Christian name of Mr. Gardiner's warehouse manager.

One other quip | had was how Lady Catherine was sent to the United States! Why are they always being sent
to the United States in these P& P sequels? The US an independent country at this point,

Eowyn says

Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker is a P& P variation - it starts at the same point as the original novel but
then diverges from the original plot for anumber of reasons. Overall | did enjoy it; it's a frothy feel-good sort
of book that kept me smiling. Poetic justic was handed out in spades to the villains of the piece - although
I'm not quite sure that her brother, even as a belted Earl, would have been able to manage what actually
happens to Lady Catherine, but it's a nice thought!

| suppose on the downside you could say that all potential sources of conflict are resolved rather too quickly
and easily. I'm still not entirely convinced about Lizzy sitting and singing in trees either!

It also could have done with some better editing. The typesetting was odd as there were sometimes
unecessarily large gaps between words. The bookseller at Meryton was named one thing one minute and
something else a few pages on which threw me for a minute. There were also errors and inconsistancies in
title usage: Sir William Lucas was referred to both as Sir William (correctly) and Sir Lucas (no-no).

| would have thought higher of Darcy's intelligence though - surely he should have figured out who Mr
Bennet was?!

J. W. Garrett says

June 2017: My Amazon settings are for automatic updates. | noticed recently that this book downloaded
again on my device with anew cover and a new author... Ayr Bray. Apparently it was originally published
under the author Emma Hox. | went to Amazon and looked it up and sure enough... new cover and all. Just



thought 1'd et everyone know just in case they saw the new cover and reveal.

“A man with money is ho match against aman on amission.” Doyle Brunson [3.5 stars]

We have a variation that runs parallel to the P& P canon account. Bingley and Darcy have arrived at
Netherfield; however, our dear Colonel Fitzwilliam has also arrived with them. He had business with
Colonel Forster assisting him with the arrival of the militiaat their new quartersin Meryton. Those of us
familiar with the story know who else will arrive with the militia. But, | am getting ahead of myself.

With the addition of Colonel Fitzwilliam at the Meryton Assembly, we now have ajocular Bingley aswell as
the jovial Colonel providing ample men to dance with those ladies against the wall. Poor Darcy now had
double trouble as both attempted to get him to dance. It was at Lucas Lodge when things finally cameto a
head. Our dear Colonel escorted Darcy to Sir William’'s library in order for him to calm down after
exchanging words with Miss Elizabeth. It was there that he met the stranger that was a friend to the Bennet
family. After they talked they agree to meet and to further their discussion.

The brunt of the story... these two men meeting in secret, talking, playing chess and expounding on things
that troubled them. Darcy was given an insight into the Bennet family history, especially the reason the two
eldest girls were so different than the rest of their sisters, and he had time to examine his feelings for the
second eldest daughter. Throughout this whole encounter, Darcy did not know the gentleman’s name. He
was promised aclarification at alater time and was content to wait.

Mr. Collins arrived at Longbourn and we know what he was all about. With his sights solely on Elizabeth, he
and Darcy locked horns on more than one occasion. The surprise was Caroline Bingley as she made her
thoughts and presence known. Her snide remarks were ever daring as she and sister Hurst secretly plotted
and planned their redecorating scheme for Pemberley.

At about 55% the book we received a shock of what she was doing and it was beyond the pale. OMG!!
Caroline, what have you done? Bingley went off and suddenly found, and put on, his big boy pants. Wow!
Way to go Bingley. | didn’'t know you had it in you.

Wickham... that low-life schemer wasn’t as bad as | have seen him in most JAFF. He was simply scheming
and attempting to finagle as much money as he could. However, the cost to him was more than he bargained
for.

Lady Catherine really went off and big time. She took on the whole family... that was one crazy b-witch and
I think Anne got the better end of the deal. Way to go Anne.

Elizabeth and Jane rode the waves of love and the story held a bit of romance between our couples. There
were several romantic moments that would melt any heart of stone. Mr. Bennet was adorable as he was
enjoying his stay in London, in Darcy’slibrary, with abook and a drink. He was keeping an eye on histwo
eldest girls. | really liked him.

The angst just didn’t quite go anywhere. There was danger, but it was handled very quickly and most
efficiently. | loved the use of the Army. Way to go Colonel Fitzwilliam.

Everyone was most obliging asthey fell all over themselvesin love with Elizabeth. Everyone expounded on
her beauty, and it became a bit stale after awhile. Society was pretty happy when they found out that she and



Jane were the nieces of the Gardiners. What??? Everyone loved the Gardiners...???

Lord and Lady Matlock were just precious and | loved them. Poor Lord Matlock had ahard time and | really
felt for him. Asthe head of the family, he had the hard decisions to make and that was a big responsibility. |
wanted to weep with him as the ramifications of his decisions hit home. He had a hard time accepting what
had to be done.

Mrs. Bennet was left at home with the younger girls to plan the celebrations. Mr. Bennet had put the kibosh
on Lydiain onefell swoop. She didn’t know what hit her. Her blatant disregard to his warning and directions
could have been deadly for her sisters. She had no idea what she had done or what she was saying when her
father rained all over her, complete with thunder and lightning. She deserved every ounce of his anger and
fury. And... she deserved his new commands regarding her freedom, or lack thereof. Even Mrs. Bennet was
stunned by his reaction.

This could have been trimmed a bit. We didn’t need to know quite so much about what they were buying
when they were shopping. The descriptions of actions were explained, then described, and explained again,
and then discussed with the group... that could have been trimmed. However, it was a clean story and |
enjoyed it.

Katherine says

Wheat if Mr Darcy was friends with Mr Bennett but he didn't know it was Mr Bennett... will Lizzy's father
help Darcy to understand why Lizzy's family isthe way sheis, will he help him to succumb to his feelings
for Lizzy instead of letting her lack of connections or family to make him run away... They become good
friends and all Darcy knows of Mr Bennett isthat is agood friend of the family, what will happen when
Darcy learnsits Elizabeths father?? By the time he does Lizzy is as good in love with Darcy as she ever
thought she would be.. but what about Darcy?? Perhaps not realistic that Darcy would speak to man
repeatedly without a proper introduction... | felt Elizabeths character differed from what we image her to be
and their love story too easy...And the writing style is a bit strange..Not that it was immature but he said she
said before each quote and speaking to yourself in the first person was vexing.

Eliza Baum says

[Mr. Bennet plays a sort of father figure to Darcy and (hide spoiler)]

Nicole says

Many faults could be found with this variation, but were easily overlooked due to my immense soft spot for
Mr. Bennet and his wit. However, | do have to say that the author was too generous regarding Mrs. Bennet's
perceived character. The fate of Caroline Bingley, Mr. Wickam, and Mrs. de Bourgh was completely
deserved and thoroughly enjoyed!




Erika says

Thisisone of my favorite fanfiction books ever written!! | go back and read it from time to time!

Angela says

| read Pride & Prejudice for the first time in anticipation of reading this adaptation. To be honest, it was a bit
of astruggle to get through. It took me some time to get used to the language of the period and it really didn't
help that the edition | was reading had quite small print. | found | was only able to read a chapter or so at a
time before taking a break. So when | discovered L ongbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker was written in the
language of Austen'stime, | had to suppress a groan. Thankfully, | had either read enough Austen to
familiarize myself with the language or Hox updated it just enough to make it alot easier for me to read than
the original.

| greatly enjoyed Hox's take on Pride & Prejudice. While the characters are familiar and the book starts out
following the events of Pride & Prejudice quite closely, Hox definitely provides her own take on the classic.
It iswhen events begin to veer from the original story, that Hox really comes into her own as awriter. In
Pride & Prejudice, the characters are so tied up in the conventions and rules of their time that | didn't really
fedl | got to know them asindividuals. | honestly didn't see the appeal of Mr. Darcy when | finished reading
the story. While reading Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker, | was able to see the spirit of Elizabeth as
she was released from some of the conventions of society. | got to know Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bennet much
more intimately and found them both very likable characters. The family of characters expands as we meet
more of the London relatives but also shrinks as we hear less of Mrs. Bennet, Mr. Collins, and the three
younger sisters. While Wickham and Lady Catherine appear in the story, they have different roles and are
even more intent upon bringing ruin to the Darcys. | also felt there was more activity and conversation in
Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker while Pride & Prejudice seemed to be filled with long descriptive

passages.

| am certainly no expert on Jane Austen, Pride & Prejudice, or Austen adaptations but | thoroughly enjoyed
Longbourn's Unexpected Matchmaker.

Shala Howell says

Let me start off by saying, that what | read, | read with a smile on my face. And it wasn't a smile of derision.
Something about Lizzy and Darcy happy together just makes me smile.

That said, | couldn't finish this book. | got about halfway before deciding that the tedious dialogue and frank
conversations between the characters -- all of the characters -- made the book essentially unreadable (at |east
for me). There's complete honesty between Lizzy and Darcy, a commendable quality in arelationship, but
one that makes for a bad book.

Another problem | have with this book, and perhaps the more serious problem, isthat in the original P&P,
both Lizzy and Darcy have some maturing to do in order to become the people who are so very well-suited
for each other (and that they were the ones who challenged each other to do it after Darcy's original
proposal). This book starts with the events of page 1 of Austen's original, but casts the Darcy and Lizzy from



p 368 in them. They are aready the people they need to be to live happily ever after, and while so far the
author hasn't made them do anything out of character for their future selves, it still doesn't work for me.

****Upda[e****

It'sreally really hard for me not to finish abook, so | picked this one up again this afternoon to try to get
through some more. After making it through some 80% of the book now, | am still unable to finishit, but it
has also occurred to me that thisisin part because the author seems to be unable to allow any of her
characters to suffer more than a moment's discomfort, which seriously impairs my enjoyment in reading this
story. Granted, Lord Matlock has abad time of it at one point, but the troubles for almost everybody else
rarely survive the advent of the next paragraph.




