Unacceptable Risk

Jeanette Grey

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/12843809-unacceptable-risk
http://bookspot.club/book/12843809-unacceptable-risk

Unacceptable Risk

Jeanette Grey

Unacceptable Risk Jeanette Grey
She may learn to live for love...if vengeance doesn't kill her first.

Plix spends her lonely, gritty life trying to solve the mysteries her father left behind. Armed with avariety of
cybernetic enhancements and a talent for getting into places she shouldn’'t be, she searches for cluesto his
murder—and who' s responsible for poisoning her city.

Waking up on a street corner with her brain wiring fried to a crisp, she figures she must have gotten close
thistime. There’'s only one man she trusts to pull her back from the brink: a tuner who can retrieve the
evidence hidden deep in the recesses of her mind. A man she dares not let too close to her heart.

When Edison downloads a secret SynDate schematic from Plix’ s burnt-out circuitry, he knows with dreadful
finality that nothing—not even the fiery kiss he's been holding back for years—will stop her from pursuing
her quest past the point of insanity.

All he can do, as he helps her plan her final mission, is ease her pain, watch her back...and hope one of them
doesn’'t pay with their lives.
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MsKathy says

| was totally blown away by Unacceptable Risk.

"So now you know" was the only line | marked, although it wasn't the only line | loved. It was the line that
made me turn my ereader off and quietly sob -- in the middle of aflight.

Thisbook is great if you're ageek, but even if you're not, the techno aspects were easily accessible and
understandable.

The pacing and tension were built to perfection, and my love for Plix and Edison cannot be over-stated. The
two characters are the focus of the book almost the entire time, bringing outside charactersin only on the
fringe, which made for an exciting and tight read.

| plan to loan this to my husband, who is a bona fide geek, and also a book snob. | have utterly no doubt he
will loveit, aswill anyone that drops themselves into thisworld for a bit.

Nicole says

Review originally posted here; http://thebookpushers.com/2012/02/17/...

Publisher: Samhain
Publish Date: Out Now!
How | got this book: eARC from author

I’ve long been afan of science fiction romance, and with the arrival of more cyberpunk stories from
Samhain, | was excited to get the chance to read new and interesting worlds that were so different from the
ones| aready loved.

Plix has one goal in life: continue in her father’s footsteps and find away to bring down the company
SynDate — the ones ultimately responsible for the desths of both her mother and father. She has been cyber
engineered to be faster, smarter and more technologically savvy in order to complete that mission. Thanksto
Edison, Plix is closer than anyone ever before in finding out the truth.

Edison fears that every time Plix comes to him broken and beaten down that it’ll be the last time he ever sees
her alive. He hates fixing her up and sending her back on her way to get into more trouble. After a passionate
kiss and aflirtation with death, Plix might finally be ready to devote more of her life to living instead of
vengeance. But she will need Edison’s help for one last mission before she can even think about ever after.

| was so excited to read this book, it sounded like such an adventure with amix of robotic-like technology
thrown in the mix. | was hoping that Grey would do a thorough job of explaining al the tech and world-
building, and for me, the world as awhole is still somewhat shrouded in mystery. Much of the first chapter
or two is spent with Plix going in and out of consciousness, and | had a difficult time keeping up with both
the slang and the tech itself. | wish it would have been explained alittle more upfront.



| had a harder time connecting to Plix than | did Edison. | wanted to like Plix, | wanted to cheer for her and
be with her every step of her journey. Unfortunately, | found her to be very single-minded in her focus, so
much so that she came across as very selfish and alittle naive. Her only goal and focus for the majority of
the book was to bring down SynDate, and in the process she stepped al over Edison’s heart, time and time

again.

| liked that Edison was there for Plix, that he wanted to standby her and support her and yet he never held her
back. He was very much a beta hero character, taking a very back-seat role to the kickass Plix. He was the
nerdy tech guy who patched her up and loved her from afar. | wanted him to be a bit more aggressivein his
dealings with her — especially when it became obvious that Plix was oblivious to his attraction.

Although their romance develops very quickly in the last portion of the book, it was done in away that
seemed genuine. Plix was forced to come to grips with the idea of being in love, being in arelationship.
While it happened somewhat quickly, it also made total senseto me, and | loved their few moments of
tenderness. | wish we would have gotten to see more of that throughout the book.

Allinal I think Grey created an interesting and well devel oped world that can be expanded and explained so
much more in future stories. | would love to see more of Plix and Edison or even other characters help push
thisworld further into change. While the relationship was alittle slow in developing, it was tender and sweet
in the end. | loved Grey’ s voice and will definitely be looking for more in the future.

| give Unacceptable Risk a C+

Secretly Reading says

Damn fine novellal This sci-fi story has a kick-ass heroine with atender hero. Sure the sexuality is PG-13
but the plot is so tight and the heroine so compelling it didn't need to be x-rated to hold my attention. In fact,
| could see this as movie. Well done!

Ellie says

Unacceptable Risk by Jeanette Grey
Grade: C+

“Maybe it was the feeling that, even though she couldn’t remember how, she’d won and lost, all at once. But
still somehow.... someway.... she didn’t feel like she could lose anymore.”

Plix, aka Alice Doyle, has devoted her entire life to finishing her late father’ s research and taking down the
man and company they believe are responsible for her mother’ s death. Plix is so determined to take down
Lucien Vicker and his company SynDate that she has gone so far to get cybernetic implants. The implants
turn your parts of your body into a computer making you faster, smarter and they store data and evidence.
With the help of Edison,the best cybernetic implant tuner in ChiGonE, Plix will do anything to stop Vicker
and SynDate and hopefully Edison will be able to pick up the pieces and put her back together.

Unacceptable Risk is a science fiction- romance novella set in a place called ChiGonE in the far distant
future. Plix is a human who has had so many cybernetic implants that sheis at least half robot to help make



sure that she is strong enough to take down SynDate. Edison is one, if not the only person, that Plix trusts
and interacts with ever and he is also responsible for putting her back together and retrieving all the data that
she has stored in hidden parts of herself. They are friends but there is also an unspoken attraction between
the two, one that neither has ever acted on that is until Plix is hurt to the point that he aimost can't put her
back together. Now the two must trust each other completely in order to take down Vicker and have the
chanceto finally have arelationship.

| really enjoyed this novella and the world that Mrs. Grey has created but because it was a novella and so
short it left me with alot of unanswered questions. Plix is avery complex character who one minute is a bad
ass and then the next avery lonely, angry woman. Her relationship with Edison is even more complex and at
times very frustrating. Plix has devoted her entire lifeto fulfilling her father’ s work and she has lost hersel f
init. She has no friends, no lover, no real life and she has turned herself into more of a machine then areal
person. Plix isfrustrating and intriguing all at the sametime. At times | was so mad at her behavior and then
the next | felt so sorry for her which made it difficult to really like her.

The main problem that | had was the lack of information | was given especially in the beginning. We are
never told about the world that Plix livesin except it’s called ChiGonE. There is no explanation of what life
islike except that people now use cybernetic implants and that the city is connected to a Hub which sends
out information to every one in ChiGonE. | just felt very lost in aworld that | would have loved to have
known more about. | kept wondering how Edison, who has no implants, livesin aworld where everyone else
seems literally plugged into the city. Little things like that really bothered me and kept bothering me through
the entire novella. | really wish that | was given more details because | think | would have been way less
confused and enjoyed the novella much more.

Unacceptable Risk was a nice break from the type of romance novelsthat | usually read and | enjoyed it but |
didn't loveit. i have too many questions that are till unanswered and such a need to know more about the
characters and the world that they livein. | understand thisisanovellaand very short story but | think that
there could have been more details without turning this into afull book. | would like to read more about Plix,
Edison and ChiGonE in future books, especialy if | can learn more about them and their lives.

Kerry sullivan says

Wow this little book was an intense ride that kept me reading way past my bedtime. | could not put it down,
it was complex with out being to confusing and was thrilling to the last. The story istold from Plix's point of
view and it workes really well. The world painted by the author is vivid but dark but still very believable, |
could see Plix's world and felt her pain. Even thou thisis anovellathere is plenty of depth to the character
and i have to admit | there was something very likeable about Plix's and something very sexy about Edison,
or maybe | just like geeks. | think that one of the things | liked most about this story, the geek is king and as
alittle bit of a geek how can | not love that!!

This book was reviewed for musings of a bookworm

Kimberley Ball says

| initially got this book not really knowing what it was going to be about. As| started reading | realized it



was alittle more techno that | would normally read. | kept coming back to it though because of the strong
characters that Jeanette created in Plix and Edison. | loved seeing their relationship blossom on the page and
am left wanting more... Something tells me that Plix is not the type to just walk quietly into the sunset and |
am sure that she would find more causes to get behind. Only this time hopefully, she wouldn't haveto do it
alone....

Marlene says

Unacceptable Risk by Jeanette Grey is aterrific read. It's gritty, dark and almost has an urban fantasy feel to
it in some ways, because there's a mystery to be solved. But it's not urban fantasy. Oh no. Thisis science
fiction romance. Oh yes. A little cyberpunk, alittle post-apocalypse, and absolutely, positively SFR.

Plix returns to consciousness the way she always does, battered, bruised and broken in an aley, surrounded
by the scents of her own blood and burnt circuitry, half-blind with pain and with pieces of her memory
wiped. She knows this has happened before. But this time is worse than usual. Her only hope is that
whatever she found isworth this much damage.

Plix is mostly flesh and blood, but she has a few added cybernetic features. They've saved her life. They've
aided her in her quest. She prays that she stashed whatever it was that she learned into those circuits before
SynData found her. But there's only one way to be sure. She has to go to the only person who can "tune”,
repair and maintain her cybernetic parts and data circuits. His nameis Edison. And Plix loves him. Whichis
why she keeps leaving him behind. Because her secret mission to bring down SynDate is going to get her
killed some day. Probably sooner rather than later.

She knows that SynDate killed her father.

But if she doesn't uncover the evidence that she islooking for, the poison that SynDate is spilling into the
ecosystem will eventually kill everyone. It will just take longer.

Plix takes a suicide mission, thinking it will be the end, cutting all ties, but leaving one final message of love.
He's both angry and heartbroken. Edison loves Plix, and putting her back together only to have her come
back broken again and again is killing him. This time he's done.

But when Plix returns, nearly dead, he finds her last message, and they finally have a chance together. He
knows all her secrets. Can Plix stop protecting him enough to include her lover in her quest to save
humanity?

Escape Rating B+: The story ended and | was not a happy camper. It was too short. | want to know how
things got so bad. Thisworld is neat, in areally, realy sucky way, asin | seriously would not want to live
there, but | want to know more about how it got that way, and how Plix got to be Plix. Edison isareally cool
guy, hisjob isfascinating. How do things work? | like these people, | want to know more. And what happens
after? Thisworld has gone so far down, I'm not sure that even getting SynDate out of the way solves awhole
lot. | want part 2.




Traci says

Isit enough of areview to say that | would like to read more of this? Is that enough of a recommendation for
you? | would be happy if we got, say, 3-4 more books, perhaps prequels? | would love to hear more about
Plix'simplants: the way the technology is seamlessly worked into the charactersis fascinating. (also | now
want an ocular implant. yes.) Shades of Gibson and Stephenson, but with, frankly, a more interesting story.

(sorry guys.)

| find myself a SuperFanGirl of Jeanette Grey. | hope | don't startle her with my "ZOMG | lurrrve this'-ness
of my reviews, but | do. | love her writing, her characters. They are so strong and flawed and so (eventually)
willing to open their heartsto love. Does that sound cheesy? It's not.

Pippa Jay says

The Good:

Thisisasad but sweet story, with adark, gritty edge, that made my heart ache for the two central characters.
Plix isn't the usual kick-ass heroine - she's quietly but irrepressibly determined, tolerating huge amounts of
pain and grief to fulfil agoal, denying herself anything remotely like a normal life. Edison is geeky but
strong, and while Plix's blind stubborness drives him to despair, he still does his best to help her even asiit
carves out his heart every time. Their struggle to repress their obvious feelings for one another had mein
tears.

The Bad:

| struggled to find anything to criticise. Thereis aslight element of repetition in Plix's two forays for
information that made me wonder if the opening was a flashback and now | was seeing the eventsin real
time, but the fact that she gained something new told me it wasn't.

In Sum:

This book absolutely tore my heart out. None of the technology is overdone if that's something you struggle
with in reading scifi, and yet it's comprehensive and believeable. There's an equal balance between the
romance and the science fiction elements. Loved it and want more.

Susi says

Thefirst time | saw this cover | was already intrigued- then | read the blurb and | was sold. | have a soft spot
for science fiction romance and | couldn’t wait to dive into this world. In Unaccepteable Risk we meet Plix a
mysterious woman living aworld rather different from ours. In her world humans are able to enhance not
only their body but also their mind. There are ways to become stronger, faster or to turn yourself into aliving
and breathing surveillance system- the latter iswhat Plix had to do. Plix, our heroine, has amission and she
is singlemindedly trying to reach her goal. She is more than determined and so focused that she has to ignore
the other things, or persons, that mean the world to her.

One of those is Edison. He's her tuner and her secret crush. As atuner he does the actual enhancements or,
asin Plix’ case, repair them after they were damaged. He' s not only caring for the mechanical part of her-
over the time they “worked” together she took a piece of his heart and everytime she leaves to put herself in



danger yet again his heart is splintering alittle more. He wants to keep her safe but he doesn’t know how to
get her to listen to him. It' s hard to get through to her.

Thetragic of this story isthat you do know that they both want each other but the circumstances just don’t
permit it. It's a heartwrenching situation and their feeling felt so real to me | actually felt my heart breaking
with theirs.

Asyou can see this novellareally touched me. It's not often | feel such a deep connection to characters and
even lessin such ashort format. Ms Grey reminds me of Megan Hart and her work- great characterisation
and an engaging and facinating world-building hold together by a compelling writing style.

| loved the pace of thisbook. Y ou jump head first into the story and everything unfolds slowy before your
eyes. You learn al the essentials as the story progresses. At first this confusd me a bit but after some pages |
was so engrossed that | lost track of time.

Asyou can see | loved this book. Thisis one of these rare gems you find. | hoped to like this book but
instead | adored it. Unacceptable Risk will draw you in and not let you go. | know | will hunt down Ms
Grey*s backlist and keep her future releases on must buy list.

I give Unacceptable Risk 4.5 out of 5 stars!

GraceM yBook Snack says

Intriguing Sci-Fi Romance

In atechnologically-advanced, futuristic world where humans can get cybernetic enhancements done to their
bodies, Plix isawoman on amission! Every time she getsinjured or damaged while pursuing her mission,
she turnsto the only person who she trusts to put her back together, Edison. Heis also the man she refuses to
open her heart to, that is until she pushes herself beyond extreme limits and can no longer deny her feelings
for him.

As ascience geek who is not too tech savvy, | lost myself in thisworld as Ms. Grey beautifully describes al
what Plix goes through whether it be emotional, physical and technological. The tension between Plix and
Edison is pretty obvious from the beginning. Asthe story line progresses, their romance is slowly built up
with very nice tender moments dispersed among all the pain of her recovery. When | reached the end, | was
sad to let these characters go. | wanted the story to continue! (shakesfist in the air)

| look forward to reading anything new and old from this new-to-me author. On afinal note, after reading
this story, | think it would be very cool to have an optical implant like Plix!

Laura Summerssays

Reviewed for www.bookchickcity.com

Plix is awoman whose has dedicated her whole life to seeking vengeance, determined to get to the bottom of



her father's death. She's had her body upgraded with computer components to enable her to be the best she
can be.

Waking up battered in a gutter, she has no memory of how she got there, and she seeks the one person she
know can help her - Edison. Edison is atuner, who specialisesin 'tuning' human computer upgrades. He's
been patching Plix up for years, but each time gets harder and harder.

This novellais acombination of science fiction mystery and romance. We watch Plix so determined to get to
the bottom of her father's death at the expense of everything elsein her life. At first the love story isjust
hinted at as we watch Plix too driven to notice anything else, and Edison's pain as he is unable to stop her
suicide mission. But this unrequited love really does capture you as the reader right from the start.

While there was a certain amount of intrigue about the mystery part of the story, | did want to see what had
driven Plix to become the woman she was and left her with nothing elsein her life. There was not enough
time in the book to really develop this theme as much as | would have liked.

| was fascinated by Plix's upgrades and the futuristic setting of the story. | found it hard to picture what Plix
looked like in my head. | wanted to know more about this world, how these upgrades worked and how it had
changed humanity. Thisimportant aspect of the book lacked explanation. But, the possihilities of these
human adaptations were redlly interesting. | really hope that the author is planning to write another book in
thisworld as this novellawas sadly just too short to explore some of the clever conceptsit created.

| redly did however, love the romance. | felt for Edison as he continued to patch Plix up and send her out
into the unknown, and as he did the gulf between them painfully widened. It made the romance seem not
only genuine, but gave me a smile of satisfaction when it finally did happen.

VERDICT:

An easy read novella set in an intriguing new world, but more importantly, areally fab romance.

RATING: 7/10 - Very good, would definitely recommend

AnnalLund says

No spoilers here.

| loved this dark story, with its gritty world and hardcore woman MC. It took only afew pages for meto
completely give in to whatever the author handed me—the voice rang so true, so fast, | bought all the tech
and all the world-building at face value, asis, at once. That is quite afeat.

To FINALLY read of astrong woman lead character isfor metruly aform of catharsis, to say the least. |
love how she had ajob to do, but was still woman al the way, without ever falling into the black hole of
bitch/silly babe. She was real, awoman you can meet anywhere. A woman who, through circumstances of
life, is having to act tougher and harder than most of us ever have to.

And awoman who gets the job done.



Then this author goes on to add a brilliant, brilliant male character, both the techie and the love interest, as it
were. And Edison? | think | love him. Serioudly. Love him. Someone who stands behind awoman on a
mission, hands her all she needsto get back on her crusade, silently prays for her safe return, but NEVER
stands in her way or diminishes what she needs to do. As| said in my updates, | find Edison to be the
complete and total antidote to all the bullying-asshole-mal e-stalker-leads that are currently running around
scaring chicks in the romance genre. (Scaring chicks | say, but they are really faling like headless hens, go
figure).

Edison, you are asight for sore eyes, a haven for thirsty and strong women. | salute you. And hope to see
more of your brethren in the future.

| shall follow this author. Ms Grey has an interesting way with words and she paints a dark and convincing
picture. Onethat is also filled with love.

As| said, quite afeat.

The only thing that bugs me is when a book ends at 89 %, and then the publisher fills the remaining pages
with promos for other books from other authors. | thought there was more | eft of the story, and was really
sad when it ended so abruptly.

This book is for men and women alike— and HOW many books can you say that about?

Kudos Ms Grey. This was awesome.

* k%

| was NOT asked to read this book by anyone, | paid for it with my own money, as| do for all the books |
read, al the music | listen to and the movies | watch.

Jeanne says

Unacceptable Risk opens with akind of electronic poetry that is reminiscent of William Gibson's
Neuromancer. | do not make that comparison lightly. Jeanette Grey grounds this story in a tangible dystopian
future world where every aspect of life, even people's bodies, are saturated with technology. Unlike alot of
other sci fi writers Grey allows the reader to experience this futuristic world and new human experience
without bogging us down with buckets |oads of exposition. Instead she skillful integrates technological
terminology into the descriptions of how Plix experiences stimuli in her world and even in her own body. It
is subtle, but incredibly effective narrative device that quickly immerses the reader in this world without
causing confusion or slowing the pace of the story.

Despite the futuristic setting the heart of this story is the relationship between Plix and Edison. We seethisin
the very opening of the book, when Plix is at her very worst the first person she goesto is Edison, seeking
his help and comfort. In her near unconscious state we get glimpses of Edison's own very telling behavior, in
his tenderness while caring for her wounds and frustration with her blind commitment to her mission.

One of the things | love about this story is it takes popular fiction cliches and turns them one their ear. Here



we see agender reversal that is both refreshing and expertly crafted into something entirely new. Plix isthe
driven hero(ine,) haunted by personal tragedy, on a secret mission to expose adark conspiracy. Edisonisthe
introverted tech who nurses her back to health and pleads with her to stop her self-destructive mission. In
most mainstream sci fi noir stories like this one, the gender roles would be reversed and theses characters
wouldn't be half as developed as they are here.

Edison isacompelling in his quiet strength, and determination to keep the woman he loves dlive even as she
chases her own death. His vulnerability (that is far from weakness) grounds this story in very real emotions.
Even though Edison isin a supporting role, to afemale lead, heis never reduce to some emascul ated
stereotype. He is compassionate, earnest and never threatened by Plix. Even when she infuriates him. What |
wouldn't give to see more men like Edison in romantic fiction.

In the same right, Plix has been set into arole typically inhabited by men, but never once does the reader
forget that she isawoman. Her pain over her past and her struggle to compartmentalize her emotionsin
order to protect herself and Edison is endearing and heartbreaking to read. Sheisintelligent, strong, stubborn
and extremely endearing in her desperation to do what is right, while protecting Edison.

How very refreshing to see a strong female character that isn't a bitchy cliche or a male character in disguise.
THISishow you write afemale protagonigt, like afully fleshed out human being. | wish we had more
wonderfully detailed female characters like thisin every genre of fiction.

I'm going to be honest, | fell deeply in love with both of these characters, and this story. It kept my heart
racing, made her giggle and gasp out loud. | was scared for them and cheered them on every step of the way.

While, it was sad to see the story come to an end, it was a satisfying and believable one. | won't be sad for
too long, since I'm sure to reread this book again and again.

I highly recommend this for both readers of science fiction and romance. Y ou get fantastic book or an
incredibly reasonable price ($2.66 on Amazon). It isworth every penny and then some.

I would also encourage any reluctant male readersto give this story achance. It has all the same language
and atmosphere of atraditional sci fic novel, AND it features atech-geek as aromantic lead. Really, geeky
guys should be hoisting Jeanette Grey on their shoulders and celebrating her portrayal of a sexy,
compassionate, techno-savvy guy.

Tina says

A shorter story for afull-length novel, this was a promising introduction to a new autor.

While we only saw a limited amount of world-building, this was mostly due to the fact that the story istold
from the perspective of the femal lead in a pivotal moment in her life, and we only see bits and pieces of her
surroundings. Thus, it did not feel incompletein itself, but rather that we just didn't get to see more of it.

The story itself was rather sweet and the author managed to create a strong feeling of long history and
unfulfilled yearning between our two main characters which | found rather nicely done for such a short book.

Usually, this type of build-up works best if developed in the background over the course of multiple books.

Recommended as a satisfying shorter read!



Be careful though: the world building we get is a dystopian futuristic setting, with our heroine being
supplemented by android body parts which feature dominantly. If you find that disturbing, this story is not
for you.




