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The ladies of the Cackleberry Club are always ready to serve—whether they’re cooking up breakfast
or sniffing out a bad egg.
 
While Petra handles the breakfast rush at the Cackleberry Club, the café’s other two owners, Suzanne and
Toni, head to Memorial Cemetery to help prepare for its 150th anniversary celebration. But as they search
the winding paths for the historical society tent, they discover something else out of place: the body of ex-
prison warden Lester Drummond lying facedown in someone else’s freshly dug grave.
 
In the small town of Kindred, everyone knows everyone, and Lester was no exception. Suzanne knew him as
the creepy guy who made unwanted advances on her friend Missy Langston. But now it appears the man was
hiding a few secrets…and at least one of them was worth killing for.
 
As the case cracks open, there are plenty of suspects to consider—from recent parolees to Missy herself, who
Suzanne and Toni saw speeding away just before they found the body. Now, with a cemetery celebration in
the offing, and the local authorities in over their heads, it’s up to the Cackleberry Club to unscramble the
clues and clear their friend’s name.

Recipes Included!
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From Reader Review Eggs in a Casket for online ebook

Pamela says

Foodies and fans of quaint cozies will probably find this an eggs-C- lent little peach. (Yeah, that was cheesy,
I know, but I couldn't help it; I'm a dork). It wasn't the bees knees for me, at this juncture in my life.
However, I used to be quite the fan of cozies back when my children were young and I only had snatches of
time here and there to read. Now I prefer a novel or mystery with a bit more depth and substance.. And I also
prefer a Diane Mott Davidson mystery to this one.

Still though - a quick/quaint fun way to wile away a couple hours. Plus, the recipes listed in the back of the
book sound utterly delish. The pineapple dump cake and white beans hash, especially sound yum. For that
reason alone, it was a worthwhile acquisition.

*** Quick/Quaint Cozy Food and Folly *** STARS

Sharon Chance says

“Eggs In A Casket” is the fifth book in Laura Childs’ “Cackleberry Club Mystery” series, and it is a lively,
action-filled novel that is just a pleasure to read. The characters, many of them reoccurring throughout the
series, are quirky and interesting, and the mystery to be solved is intriguing and attention-grabbing. While
this is the fifth book in this ongoing series, it is quite easy to pick up and become fast acquainted with the
storyline and the people who populate the tale. This is a quick but very enjoyable read. Laura Childs’
storytelling skills are at her best in this series, and it is always fun to revisit the Cackleberry Club Café where
something is always happening!

For those who love cozy mysteries, this is a great series to discover. A great bonus feature are the delicious
recipes for dishes mentioned throughout the story are included at the end of the book. That’s always a plus in
my opinion!

Penny McGill says

Suzanne, Toni and Petra did not disappoint in this fifth installment in the lives of three women running a
restaurant/book shop/gift shop where they make and serve delicious meals to the residents of their small
town, Kindred. The blend of their three personalities gives the reader so many different ways to identify with
their story and the blazing dialogue between them is always a treat to read.

Dear Suzanne and Toni come across a very fresh corpse while delivering flowers that will be used in a
celebration of their town's war veterans. A close friend is implicated in this murder and Suzanne feels like
she has to help clear her name even as she realizes this murder is particularly dark. Like all of the books in
the Cackleberry Club series this one shows all the emotions an amateur sleuth has to be feeling - time
pressure, frustration, guilt, a little excitement, some second-guessing of her motives in investigating anything



at all because it is so dangerous - and that is what makes it believable and enjoyable.

The balance between the sweetness in their little diner and the tension in the murder investigation always
makes me look forward to a new book in this series and I am forever hoping that I can visit their town and
eat at the Cackleberry Club. The recipes at the back are hearty and out-of-the-common and give you a nice
little snapshot of the kind of diner they are running. This series is a great starting point for anyone who is
keen to try the cozy genre and you'll find a little vacation from the everyday in the town of Kindred.

Sandy says

The three ladies of the Cackleberry Club, a breakfast and lunch restaurant, are at it again. When Toni and
Suzanne deliver flowers for a centennial celebration as the history graveyard early one morning, they
stumble across a new grave. It is odd that there will be a new grave in the older part of the cemetery. When
they look into the grave - it is not empty.

Just prior to this, they saw a young friend rushing out of the cemetery in a panic. There is no way that this
friend could have hurt the man in the grave...but what did happen? Sheriff Doogie is convinced that he
knows who the murderer is.

Petra, Suzanne and Toni are just great characters. They are by no means perfect but mesh as three different
characters that make the partnership in the restaurant work. Good story, good plot, some clues, good twist.

Cheryl says

This book is 5th in a series about 3 widows that open a cafe. Two of them are off to celebrate a 150th
anniversary of a cemetery. While looking around they find the body of ex-prison warden. The town police
are over their heads and one of their friends is being acused of the crime, so they have to find out who the
killer is.

Heather says

I really enjoy this series and the mystery in the book did not disappoint. I generally enjoy the three main
ladies in this series, but for some reason in this book I wanted to just hit Toni upside the head more than
usual for putting up with her "estranged" husband. You are not estranged if you continue to do constant
events with said husband, even if you aren't living together. It kept on distracting me for the actual storyline.
Some of the other minor storylines were quite good and I hope she continue including Jake in future books.

Debbie Lester says

Laura Childs brings readers the fifth book in her Cackleberry Club mystery series, Eggs in a Casket. When
three friends, who are at loose ends, decide to open a cafe that specializes in eggs, nobody realized that an



amateur sleuthing team was in the offing. Readers will be drawn to Childs' three amazing protagonists in this
series and to the small town setting of Kindred. Childs has a remarkable eye for detail and even the smallest
of things becomes important. With bodies turning up in odd places and a Cemetery Celebration in the works,
this is one you won't want to miss.

What I liked:

Laura Childs is easily my favorite cozy writer out there. She has a knack for knowing just the right details to
add to each of her series' and to each book to get the reader interested and invested in what happens to these
characters. Her attention to detail is astounding. I enjoy all of the tidbits of local happenings. In Eggs in a
Casket we see a lot of our favorites and some new members of the community we haven't met before. It's
always nice to visit with characters that seem like old friends. Childs draws the reader in quickly with a well
drawn small town setting that is just automatically appealing. Kindred is my kind of place.

I liked the whole idea of this series from the beginning. A cafe specializing in eggs was a interesting idea,
but the part of the Cackleberry Club that is so endearing is that it becomes the local meeting place, where
local denizens come to hear the news and eat good food. It's all about community in this series. In Eggs in a
Casket we find that the former prison warden Lester Drummond, was not exactly a model citizen himself.
When he turns up murdered on the eve of the 150th anniversary of the local cemetery, it seems only fitting
that he be found in a borrowed grave.

You don't hear too many towns celebrating a cemetery. I thought that was a nice touch and added some
flavor to the story. I enjoyed the fact that though this is a murder mystery, Childs still shows a great sense of
irony and a lot of humor. There are some moments in this book that will have you laughing in spite of the
fact that murder is afoot.

Toni, Petra and Suzanne always seem to get mixed up in police business and this time is no different. I liked
the fact that the sheriff is kind of out of commission and it's up to the ladies to help him out of a jam with this
case. He always seems to be trying to get them to stay out of his business until he can't seem to get it figured
out and this time, he really needs help. It's a great relationship between them and it adds some comic relief as
well.

What I didn't like:

As usual with a Laura Childs book, there wasn't anything to report in this section. Every book I read for her
is so well written and fun. It's hard to give a low rating when there isn't anything to criticize.

Bottom Line:

If you haven't read any of Laura Childs books you are really missing out. The Cackleberry Club series has a
down home feel with great characters and a town you will wish was your own. Eggs in a Casket is one of my
favorites in the series so far. Don't miss it!

Luffy says

Wonderful, I'm back to my initial hunting grounds, and I appreciate being there. Cozy mysteries are my first
love. I have to recommend this book to you, Goodreads reader.



There are many difficult words sprinkled through the book. The plot took a backseat to the shenanigans of
the devilishly saintly trio of women who work at the Cackleberry Club.

Like I said the plot is not important. Speaking for myself I found the filler bits palatable enough. I have no
complaints. It may be that the dry non-fiction books I've been reading contrasted with this book marvellously
and maybe that's the trick to keep my beloved cozies fresh.

Moondance says

The black wrought-iron gates of Memorial Cemetery loomed up through swirling fog like
disapproving sentinels as Suzanne's Ford Taurus labored up the narrow, muddy road.

Suzanne and Toni are delivering flowers to the cemetery for the Sesquicentennial Celebration when Toni's
umbrella is swept away. The chase leads the ladies to the edge of an open grave in which former prison
warden, Lester Drummond, is lying dead. Sheriff Roy Doogie proclaims the death as murder and the ladies
of the Cackleberry Club jump into sleuth mode.

I enjoy that this series has female characters that are of a certain age and behave accordingly. Although I
want to smack Toni at times. Particularly when she is taken in by Junior's harebrained schemes. Suzanne,
Toni and Petra are well rounded characters that seem like they could be your next door neighbor. I love the
café! I get hungry just reading what Petra is cooking. Thankfully there are recipes in the back.

It seemed that Doogie kept Suzanne more in the loop in this book than in the past. Perhaps he realizes that
she is a pretty good detective.

I am very pleased that Suzanne and Sam's relationship is progressing in a nice mature manner. Its hard to
believe that at book number five that she has only been a widow for a little more than a year.

The secondary characters were intriguing and each added a little something to the plot. The arts and craft
event sounded like something I would attend. I know that if I lived in Kindred I would be in the Cackleberry
Club every day whether it be eating, reading or knitting.

The mystery was well paced and red herrings tossed here and there to throw you off a bit. This is one of my
favorite series by one of my favorite authors. I'm so glad that I found it. I look forward to the next book in
the series.

Melina says

I always enjoy visiting the Cackleberry Club and it's wonderful inhabitants. They always seem to get
themselves into a jam. This time they find a dead body in an open grave at the cemetery. Of course, Suzanne
and Toni take it upon themselves to find out who the killer is. This book was very well written and flowed
really well. Laura Childs did a really good job with this cozy, it kept me guessing till the very end, which is
what I really like in a cozy. I was truly surprised at the outcome. I can't wait to visit the Cackleberry Club
and again!



I received a complimentary copy of this book for my honest review.

Debbie says

I really enjoyed this book. I'll start with what I wasn't crazy about (which is very little)I know Missy
becomes a prime suspect but I really started to find her annoying. Toni is a character but sometimes she's a
little over the top for my taste, but that's just me. Now onto what I liked (a much longer list)on the whole I
love the characters and the way they interact. I enjoy the Cackleberry Club with how they get involved with
community events, and the everyday running of the restaurant. I really like Suzanne, definitely someone that
I would like to be friends with and her blossoming romance with Sam is moving a nice pace. Doogie while
sometimes irksome, I really do like. The mystery was good and although I figured out the who, it didn't
matter because I loved the climax of the discovery. I will definitely continue on with this series.

Susan Webb says

Laura Childs has to be one of my top 5 favorite authors. I have yet to read anything by her that I did not love.

LORI CASWELL says

Dollycas’s Thoughts

You just can’t go wrong with a Laura Childs cozy mystery!!

It is hard to believe this is the 5th Cackleberry Club Mystery. I absolutely love these ladies! Their
Cackleberry Club has everything, great food, a book nook and a crafting corner. Suzanne, Toni and Petra
have created a place all of us would love to visit. In Kindred, it is the place the whole community seems to
gather to share news, a bit but gossip, and support each other through thick and thin.

In this installment Suzanne and Toni discover a body in the cemetery while dropping off some flowers for
the cemetery’s 150th year celebration. Of course, all three ladies find themselves scrambling to try to catch
the killer. There is a nice twist when Sheriff Doogie even needs their help and that leads to a few suspenseful
moments.

Childs has written quite a mystery for us to enjoy. She kept me guessing until the very end. She balances the
mystery with a teaspoon of romance and a tablespoon of humor. Junior’s antics continue to make me laugh
out loud.

This is really a wonderful series. I have enjoyed each and every one.



Bonnie Drummond says

A very well thought out story that will leave you wanting more from this series.

Mason Canyon says

What was to be a quick trip to the Memorial Cemetery to deliver flowers for the site’s upcoming 150th
anniversary celebration, turned into a find that was unexpected and dangerous.

Suzanne and Toni had left their other partner, Petra, handling the breakfast rush at their café, the Cackleberry
Club, to run the errand to the cemetery. In their search for the historical society tent, they’re almost run off
the small cemetery road by their friend Missy. When they stop, they discover ex-prison warden Lester
Drummond dead and lying face down in a freshly dug grave.

Drummond was well known throughout Kindred and had quite a few secrets. Suzanne knew that he had been
hitting on Missy and won’t take no for an answer. With the cemetery celebration fast approaching, Missy
among the prime suspects and the local authorities with their hands full, Suzanne and her partners swing into
action. It’s up to the Cackleberry Club trio to unscramble the murder and find the killer before another body
turns up dead.

Author Laura Childs has crafted a protagonist that is spunky and realistic with flaws that readers can relate
to. Her friends are likable, funny and well-developed. The setting is quaint and inviting with a small-town
atmosphere that quickly draws you in.

EGGS IN A CASKET is an easy read that will have you guessing who the killer is until the very end. The
story moves at a steady pace with twists and turns. There’s a good blend of mystery, suspense, humor and
romance. Childs’ eye for details makes the Cackleberry Club a place readers will want to visit again and
again.

This is the fifth installment in the Cackleberry Club Mystery series, but can be read on its own. New readers
to the series won’t be left in the dark, while returning fans will enjoy catching up the folks of Kindred. An
added bonus is the recipes featured at the Cackleberry Club are included at the end of the story.

FTC Full Disclosure - This book was sent to me in hopes I would review it. However, receiving the
complimentary copy did not influence my review.


