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From Reader Review Space Station Seventh Grade for online ebook

Percy Ranaivohajarivony says

Jerry Spinelli is my favorite author and he has hel ped me select this book because he wrote it. Something in
the book that impressed me was the title. At first some people don't know what it is about just by looking at
it but as you read you understand the title and why he choseto call it that and why it isimportant. The reason
why they call it that is because the main character, Jason is starting seventh grade while doing a project he
greatly admires. He is making his own space station. But he istotally distracted by his seventh grade
problems. In the text it says, "The first week of school isover. | hated it. I'm not going back."(Spinelli 21).
This shows how Jason has to get used to his new life of being a seventh grader. | was a seventh grader too
and | had to go through the same problems as Jason but | got used to them and had a great year.

Taylor says

Have you ever heard of when the ninth graders rule the seventh graders? Well at this school that Jason the
main character knows how everything changes different when he goes to seventh grade with a bunch of ninth
graders who rule everyone in seventh grade. This book is Redlistic Fiction. My opinion on this book would
be that this book should be for only a boy because then they can see that their not the only ones being bully
by aninth grader.

One setting of the book would be at school because that's where Jason has to go mostly everyday. He also at
home because that's where his space station in the basement is where he keeps stuff from his brother. Some
of the major of this story would be when he goes to school because there's alot more stuff that happens
there. Like when he said that he is on his way to adulthood and he left his childhood at grade school he had
said that he was a young man but when he went to the boys bathroom a ninth grader came out and said
"Wattayou lookin' at, faggot-face?' that's another reason why kids our afraid of ninth graders because they
pick on everyone. The conflict in this story would be person very person because he has problems at school
with ninth graders and at home with his little brother because he messes with his dinosaurs and heisin junior
high school that's just funny. Jason is atype of kid who likes girlswho has alot of struggleswith all that
junior high brings: pimples, puberty, football, school dances, and most of all, girls!

I was surprised when he said that he was a young man because some boys still act like girls and be scared of
alot of things. | liked how the authors was talking about how junior high was because that is al true we all
have some problems going on when we hit junior high even our parents did too. Why did the author have to
make the ninth graders always have to be the boss of something because | don't think that isfair to us
seventh graders. | understand why he had to make it seem like how ninth graders start to act as they get older
and older. | couldn't understand why Jason still keeps his dinosaurs and wont give them to his brother. He
said he was aman so he hasto act like one. The book has a connection to the world because there is some
television shows that have the setting at school where ninth graders bully the 8th graders. A similar book
would be powerless because its a place with a bunch of kids who have super powers but instead of problems
they have problems figuring out their powers. | have problemsin my family but | try not to think about it
much because some of it isreally heartbreaking because my great grandmais in the hospital and I'm afraid
that she might die.

My thoughts on this book would have to be that you should always talk to an adult or teacher at school so



they can help you out with anything you have troubles at home or at school mostly. | rate this book a 8
because there's some parts in the story that | didn't find interesting and | think they can but alittle more
details in the book. | would recommend this book to seventh graders because then you see how junior highis
an see why most kids have problems alot with it. If you ever feedl like well | need something to help
understand why your little sister or brother likes to touch your stuff and having troubles at school than you
need to read space station seventh grade.

Malek Sibai says

Name: Malek Sibai

Date: 24/11/15

Section: 7-1

Space Station Seventh Grade

This extraordinary book Space Station Seventh Grade, by Jerry Spinelli, is very realistic and suspenseful. In
this book the protagonist is Jason Herkimer, ateenager that is very respectful and he goes through of that
crazy stuff of growing up that makes him be different. The setting is in the school where Jason isin Seventh
Grade and did things where he never did it in hiswhole life. It al started when Jason was starting school
normally ,but then things that he didn’t expected came to him. The conflict of the story is when Jason started
to have puberty that made him think that is not normal ,these pimples that makes Jason scratch his cheek and
think he has chicken pox, and when he got hisfirst suspension at school because of his misbehavior. When
his friends realized that Jason had a problem they started to help him. They started hel ping Jason by
explaining him why do people has pimples that make people ugly in their face or why do people has hair
around the body. After Jason getting helped with his friends he had one more problem and this problem is
that he loved a girl that he couldn’t conquer his heart. For Jason girls made him dizzy and always tried to
find one of girls he liked but he did not find one until the quarter of the book where the whole Seventh Grade
are hanging out together and talking to each other. “I almost get dizzy thinking about it, but | could beat up
my mother if | really wanted to” (Spinelli 32). During the course of the book Jason tried everything so that
he can impress the girl that he loved. The events that Jason tried to conquer her heart isin Halloween, in the
Hayrides, and in football games where he lost all of his games. The climax is when Jason is resolving his
problems by getting used to all those teenage stuff that is happening to him. Jason solved his prablems by
just forgetting what is happening to him and continue his life. The resolution is when Jason became a grown
up teenager that knows what to do when he has difficulties by himself and became much more independent
than dependent to his friends.

Another Title of this book exciting book should be Maturity Time. That title should be perfect because the it
talks about when Jason is coming through puberty, pimples, football, and all those crazy stuff. The things



that | love about Jason is that he has characteristics that are mostly the same as me. Jason could be the same
as me because he always get excited of sports. This similarity of getting excited of sportsis really important
because American football is the only way where he can just play and forget about all his problems. This fact
about Jason is the same as mine because when | play soccer during practice the only thing | think isto play
soccer correctly. This person Jason treat others friendly, nicely, and politely. | know it because hisfriendsis
always treating him politely, and happy to see him, or happy to help him. For instance, when Richie one of
his best friends is helping Jason understanding what is puberty and how you could get it. “Richie’'sin a
different gym class. We never talked about this before (Spinelli 26). If | could meet Jason the | will have
three question to ask him. Well my first question will be “Did you ever went to a situation on your life when
you got humiliated? And how did you react from it?". | will ask this Jason this because | had been through
this many times and | just want to know if a normal seventh grader like him will have this situation like |
had. My second question will be “Did you ever had a moment where you get this chance where you could
say how you feel to other people when you get hurt?’ | will ask this question because sometimes | wanted to
know if I’'m the only one getting hurt and saying how do | feel. And my last question will beif you ever
wanted to change school because you did not like your how your school is treating you?’ Therefore having a
chance to meet Jason will be my great pleasure because | like him to be my friend.

The book Space Station Seventh Grade is an easy book for young learnersto relate to. My favorite part of the
book was Jason’ s learning experience growing up. That was my favorite part of the story because at the same
time| learn aso how to be agrown up and that's good. One example of coming of age exampleiswhen he
got puberty and pimples on his body. My least favorite part of the book iswhen they did not add abully in it
to make more action. | wanted more action because on the middle of the book the story is getting quite
boring and | wanted it more action. Yes, | would like to read another novel of Jerry Spinelli’s, because heis
my favorite author and he writes funny books such as Maniac Magee, Fourth Grade Rats, and Third Grade
Angels. Jerry Spinelli inspired me by his books because all of them are based on realistic but fiction stories. |
will recommend the book to people that likes Jerry Spinelli because his book are quiet about young people
that are the 8-14.

Nikki Boisture says

| like this book so much | can hardly stand it. I'm not even exaggerating that much. Thiswas one of my very
very favorites growing up, and | totally remember why. How cliche isthe whole "l laughed. | cried!" review?
Well.....it made me laugh. Out loud. | laughed when | first read it (at probably age 11) and | laughed reading
itasa32year old. | cried, hard. | cried reading it at age 11, and | cried reading it at age 32. The book is
heavy on theme and character. Not so heavy on plot.

Told from the POV of 12 (soon to be 13) year old Jason Herkimer, Space Station Seventh Grade is a story
about becoming a teenager and being completely out of control of your body and your thoughts. It's about
becoming a different person for those few years. It's about raging hormones. It's about young unrequited
love. It's about the bonds of friendship.

Jason is just beginning Junior High. He's a short runty kid, who's awhiz at Little League shortstop. His best
friend isakid named Richie. Other friends include Calvin (who wants nothing more than to be a doctor),
Peter (who is Korean and has areally annoying younger brother Kippy who will never leave them alone),
and Dugan (who goes to Catholic school and just seemsto show up out of the blue whenever more than two
of the other guys get together).



Jason starts to recognize right away that the ninth gradersin Junior High seem much more...grownup than
the seventh graders. Jason and Richie estimate that only about 25 of their seventh grade classmates even
have pubes yet (Jason doesn't!). Thereis awhole chapter devoted to pubes, by the way. Which is
just.....brilliant. Jason falls hard for Debbie Breen, a seventh grade cheerleader. She's nice enough, but clearly
doesn't return the strong feelings. Which | like, because how many books have the cheerleaders being total
bitches? So extra points to Spinelli for making a nice, normal friendly cheerleader.

Jason also starts to get in to trouble. He can't seem to control himself. But the class clown, Ralphie Smitht
(yes, with the extra T) suddenly seems so hilarious and Jason becomes his partner in laughter. One day
during atalent show, atall lanky seventh grade girl gets up on stage and starts tooting on her trombone.
People are aready laughing, but Jason makes the loudest moosecall (I've never been exactly sure what a
moosecall is) and gets suspended. He has to apologize to the girl, Marceline McAllister.

Marceline makes afew other appearances in the book. Sheis paired up with Calvin in Home Ec Class. And
she and Jason compete against each other on the track team as the lowly seventh grade milers. (Marceline
wins every race until the final meet of the year).

Now up until a certain point, the book was meandering and funny. Then the end throws you for aloop, and
the last few chapters are some of the most well-written Y A tragicomedy | have ever read. **MAJOR
SPOILER AHEAD**

Jason invites Peter and Richie over for a campout in their backyard. Peter, naturally hasto bring along four
year old Kippy. Jason's stepbrother is the same age and the boys are really annoying. Jason and his friends
play aprank on the two little ones, scaring Kippy so bad that he has to go home. Jason spends the remainder
of the chapter complaining about little brothers. The next day, Kippy Kimiskilled in a car accident. After
the funeral, Jason becomes afraid of the dark. He can't sleep. He is basically scared of the world and
suddenly frightened of hislack of knowledge of things.

He startsriding his bike. A lot. One day he decides to head out for along bike ride to the country. Who does
he come across, but Marceline McAllister. And afunny thing happens. Jason and Marceline get along. They
push each other's buttons, but Jason has this completely open and honest moment with Marceline when she
accuses him of torturing animals just like other boys his age (Jason had thrown a bottle at a raccoon days
earlier). "l ain't no raccoon killer! | love raccoons! | felt rotten ever since | threw the bottle at that one! | gave
my Valentine's candy to Esther Kufel! | teach little kids stuff! | can't Sleep ever since Peter Kim's litte brother
got killed. I'm agood kid! You hear? My stepfather says so! I'M A GOOD KID!" They make up, settlein
and enjoy therest of their bike ride (though Marceline does hit a cow). And off they ride, Jason and
Marceline. Together.

**END OF SPOILERS**

What's not to love about this book? | know |'ve said it before, but truly | can not stress enough,: Jerry
Spinelli can fucking write. Some examples:

"Summer has afunnel shape. It seemsreal wide at first, and deep. Like it will last forever. Y ou just float on
top of it. But all the timeit's getting smaller and smaller. And before you know it the summer days are

getting sucked down faster and faster. Y ou're helpless. You can't stop it.”

and after Jason has trouble falling asleep:



"One night it rained. Then stopped. | listened at the window. The whole night was crackling and popping,
like everything was ready to cometo a boil. No wonder. Baseball....Kippy Kimina
coffin.....sunshine.....dead crows....Debbie Breen.....grinning old hags..... bugs.... bicycles.... bellybutton lint-
God! How can such different kinds of stuff all fit in the same world? Much |ess the same thirteen-year-old
head?'

Other things | totally love about this book (other than the excellent writing):

* Spinelli uses foul language. | hate Y A books where the characters will say "Aw shucks," instead of "oh
shit." | said shit when | was 12/13 and | know the boys did to. The best example? At the Valentine's dance,
Debbie Breen doesn't dance with Jason. He stalks off and here's what he says, " Shit. Shit. Horse shit. Dog
shit. Monkey shit. Pig shit. Shit shit." That's awhole |otta shit!

* Did | mention there's awhole chapter on pubes? Y eah, that's funny.

* The funniest line of the book though is when Jason and Richie join the football team. They have to go to
the doctor, who does the "turn your head and cough,” routine. (I honestly don't really know what the doctor
islooking for by grabbing fellas in the nuts and having them cough....but I've never needed to know.) Richie
and Jason wonder if the doctor does something similar to girls. And Richies response? "Maybe he grabs their
titsand tellsthem to fart.”

* Another hilarious part is that Jason's father wants to become a Jew. Not because he really believesin the
tenants of Judaism. Oh no. He wants to become a Jew because of the good food. Which is funny enough, but
when Dad gets a Jewish girlfriend, Jason starts pretending that they are already Jewish, though his
knowledge of all things Jew is laughably miniscule.

* Jason is complaining about the school nose-picker. And he says in a not-quite non-sequiter "While I'm on
the subject, | have thistheory: Emeralds are petrified dinosaur snots."

* Jason on girls (before he fallsin love with Debbie Breen): "girls can hardly ever do anything because they
might go bleeding." "Mothers are actually just girls who had babies." And he thinksit's just nature that he, as
aboy, would be able to beat up ten girls at once. If he wanted to. And he insists that when he's married, he's
not going to get undressed in front of some wife.

* Why am | suddenly so terrified of my own son becoming ateenager?

I get warm fuzzy happy fedlings just thinking about this book. It's not perfect (Jason can be a naive dick
about race) but there is something about it that feels so....honest. Love it, loveit, loveit. Next review, Jason
and Marceline, which takes place their ninth grade year.

Josiah says

Jerry Spinelli must have made quite a splash back in 1982 with his debut novel, Space Sation Seventh
Grade. | can imagine that he really opened some eyes with his almost unique use of such realistic dialogue as
is commonly found in the book; there are scores of "Y eah? Y eah" and "Uh-huh? Uh-huh" momentsin the
dialogue that goes back and forth between his junior high characters, which is pretty much true to life.
Speaking in full, carefully thought out sentences might be an excellent tool when it comes to communicating,
but Jerry Spinelli understands that most people tend not to speak like that. As aresult, the conversations that
go on between the charactersin this book may seem alittle bit awkward at times, but it's a good kind of
awkwardness.

Even "way back when", Jerry Spinelli was one of the most instinctively smooth writers |'ve ever read. His



descriptions of the stars and moon at night are captivating, and no one else can so mesmerizingly paint the
details of afirst encounter with love. Jerry Spinelli writeswhat it feelsto be in that situation, to experience
all of the subtle, minute feelings that crop up when we come near someone we really like. There's just
nothing like it in the world, and Jerry Spinelli isthe best |'ve ever known at successfully transferring those
sweet and unsure feelings onto the page.

Jason is atypical new seventh grade student, in ailmost all respects. He's no saint, and he deals with the same
sorts of troubles that most students face as they reach the onset of junior high. He even has a "broken"
family, complete with a stepfather and younger stepbrother, al of which cause him trouble at various
intervals of the story. | think that most readers will zero in on the specific problems that best apply to them
personally, but where we will all find ourselves drawn into the plot is when Jason falls hard for a popular
cheerleader named Debbie. Jason isn't exactly in her socia class, but he isn't going to let that stop him from
trying to get her to notice him, and maybe even to like him in return eventualy, if he's lucky. Who among us
wouldn't go to the same lengths when struck by the nascent feelings of love? It's very, very easy to identify
with Jason as he continues along in his seventh grade school year.

Many surprises and perhaps a bombshell or two later, we see Jason come out on the other end of this story.
He may not have learned all of the important lessons that offered themselves to him (actually, he learned
very few of them), but he's on hisway to somewhere that he eventually wants to be. Where that is, exactly,
it'simpossible to say, but | believe that he is on the right track. That's good enough for now, | think.

I guess | wouldn't trade the chance to read a book by Jerry Spinelli for that of any other author in the world.
I'm glad to have read Space Station Seventh Grade, and | hope that it continues to affect readers for yearsto
come. Don't let go of the rare gift of a sweet story. | would give two and a half stars to Space Sation Seventh
Grade.

Julie Suzanne says

Thisis Diary of aWimpy Kid in prose rather than comics, and a more vulgar version. While Jason Herkimer
& Greg Heffley of "Wimpy Kid" have similar self-absorbed attitudes and behaviors, Jason has an inkling of
aconscience and is subtly maturing, while Greg Heffley stays true to his obnoxious self. The subject matter
isaways light in Wimpy Kid, while this novel does gently poke into some serious subject matter. Two
scenes made me laugh, one with gut-busting laughter (the home-economics teacher)and one a chuckle.

The speaker is crude; there are quite afew profanities (real ones) in this book, which | appreciated because it
made it realistic, but Spinelli, in doing so, perhaps dated the book so as to turn off future teenage audiences.
I'm worried about the protagonist's reference to "grown ups’, his "cootyhead sister”, and hisinsults which
range from "hemorrhoid head," to "pissant” because one thing you can count on with middle-schoolersis that
they are very particular about their expressions. I'm not sure my kids ever refer to adults as "grownups" and
they are definitely too old for "cootyhead." I'm afraid that little things like this will turn my kids off early
into the novel, prompting them to turn their nose up to Jason as adork, but I'm not sure....

I'll let you know after | have akid actually read it. It's abit long (which is a sad thing to say, | know) and

therefore will intimidate the type of immature students who would be the ideal audience. I've purchased a
copy 3 times and 3 timesit's disappeared, which could be agood sign or perhaps just aresult of a student
borrowing it, reading 1 word, and leaving it in the cafeteria or his locker for the next year, where it would
ultimately end up in the trash.



| predict that my "Marcelines' would never be interested in this boy nonsense.

Overal, | recommend thisto 6th & 7th graders only (8th would be too old), and be worried about the parents
picking it up and scanning it.

Tarasays

I love Jerry Spinelli's books. His skill at putting "Voice" into his novelsis awesome. The best thing about
"Space Station" is the believable narration of 7th grader, Jason Herkemer (sp?). | loved it! At the same time--
word of warning--there is some off-color language and a number of referencesto male genitalia. Still, | think
every middle school teacher should have to read this book and get in the head of our crazy 7th graders.
Highly entertaining.

Amy Holiday says

Well, the first book by Jerry Spinelli | read was Stargirl, and | totally loved it. The FAQ section of Spinelli's
website says his favorite book he wrote was " Space Station Seventh Grade," so when | saw it at alibrary sale
| had to pick it up.

The book's tone was a bit of ashock at first, and | had to check the year it was published. 1982. And the
language and the action fits that time (No video games, anywhere, in the entire book, which | haveto say, |
liked alot.) Jason has a coarse, slightly dull way of speaking, unlike the middle grade/early Y A that I've read
recently. At the sametime, Spinelli isgreat at conveying Jason's feelings without overexplaining. After afew
pages, Jason's I'm-a-good-Kid-1-just-screw-up-sometimes attitude and the uncontrollable hormones grew on
me, and | laughed at and liked his adventures.

The one thing that stood out was the racial undertone. | was atoddler in 1982, so | don't have much of a
frame of reference. Maybe Jason's attitude was typical of the time, or maybe Spinelli was trying to make a
point. But Jason's mocking of his Korean-American friend Peter made me uncomfortable. Peter stood up for
himself, which | liked, and the two ended up becoming closer. But Jason didn't outwardly change, and then
the penultimate incident [spoiler] left their relationship rather unsatisfactorily unresolved. Also felt that
incident was not really explained or resolved. It almost seemed unnecessary, an obligatory, random dramatic
happening to change the tone of the book and make Jason feel remorse. Only, he didn't, really--there was
more emotion earlier in the story, related to a different matter. Maybe Spinelli is trying to say that some
emotions can be processed by some people/ages, and some can't? (shrug) At any rate, the resolution of that
scene was disappointing.

Overdl I'd give 3.5 stars, and I'm interested in the sequel, Jason & Marceline (who | also liked alot. ;) But |
think | am more interested in what happens with Jason and Peter than what happens with Jason and
Marcelline!




Christina says

This book is abook about a boy who triesto survive 7th grade. Great book for boys..There is some
descriptive language that is shocking, but it helps describe what a teenager faces. Great for middle school,
but not sureif | would put it in an elementary school. This depends on whether you fedl you can pull it off
putting it in your elementary library.

Tommy Grooms says

The prose of my literary childhood is represented by the likes of J.K. Rowling and K.A. Applegate; Jerry
Spinelli epitomizes the poetry. Space Station Seventh Grade is the prototypical Spinelli book, distinguished
by a smooth writing style, natural dialogue, and unearthing deep meaning in the mundane trappings of
childhood. First person narrator Jason Herkimer offers us a front-row seat to the tunnel vision of the 13 year
old male as he matures in fits and starts. Spinelli shows us a"good kid" who nevertheless does stupid and
selfish things - in other words, he shows us most kids we know and the kids we were.

Heather says

Being a seventh grader isin turns funny, sad, gross, amazing, and just plain weird. If you're past that
tumultuous age, you can read this book and remember. And appreciate. And laugh, as| did.

danielle says

What an honest, no bs, funny telling of ayear in the life of a 7th grader. Even though thisis set some years
ago (I assumeit's a veiled autobiography), the emotions and angstyness, as well as the straight up fun, rings
very true to what my 7th graders are experiencing now. I'm doing this as aread aloud in my class, and my
students are enthralled.

Joel says

| just LOVE this book. The topics that the protagonist talks about in the book is probably what most kids his
age thought about.

Jerry Spinelli in my opinion did a great job of writing a book from the perspective of an adolescent. Usually
when adults write stories about teens and tweens, their really corny, but this book is an exception.

L ucas says



Space Station Seventh Grade. This book was amazing. When Jerry Spinelli wrote this he had power and
determination which showed off really well in hiswork. This book was really well made with aton of details
showing the characters emations at its best. | personally love Jerry Spinelli and all of hiswork. In my reading
experiance this was one of Jerry's best.

In the story Jason Herkimer lives with his mom, step dad named Ham, his little brother Timmy, and his
"cootyhead" sister Mary. As Jason starts Junior High he starts liking a girl named Debby Breen. If you think
it's going to work out well you will have to read the book to find out. During Jason's school time he builds
this space ship in his backyard. Jason and his many varieties of friends and family make this novel such ajoy
to read. Want to find out how Jason does in Junior High? That is what drove me to read this book. All of
Jerry's books are great with lots and lots of scary, questionable, and wonderful twists and turns.

If you need a book. Well, consider it done. Space Station Seventh Grade is perfect for kids who love humor.
This book is good for grades 4th-7th, Well that's just my opinion. Read Space Station Seventh Grade. it'sa
Blast. | know you will enjoy it.

Zakaria Faid says

Wednesday, September 17, 2014

Jason Herkimer encounters problems, throughout the first three chapters: Food, The End, and School. Jason
gets accused by his crazy step father who claims theft of an eaten chicken. In other words, Jason's step father
brought out a bag of chicken bones and specifically accused Jason for eating the actual chicken rather than
one of Jason's siblings. Moreover, Jason doesn't see alarge amount of food in hislife. So, when he seesa
deaf women with afull trolley with food he volunteers to accompany her to her home thinking he will get
somehow get rewarded and observe arich woman's house. As a matter of fact, the woman had no way to
communicate with Jason and he didn't get rewarded nor did he say the cool wonders he expected. Thisturns
out to be that Jason is sadly unlucky towards any action he does.

Jason feels like summer went really fast, so he decides to benefit before school starts. Jason plays baseball
with his friends every now and then and keeps track of home runs he completes every year. For instance
when Jason says, " Every morning we meet at the field in the park:me, Richie, Calvin Lemaine, Peter Kim,
and Dugan" (Spinelli 20). Furthermore, Jason is the expert in paper airplane construction and the seventh
grader that younger kids look up to. In other words, there are always kidsin a corner at summer and
whenever Jason passes by they don't let him get through unless he makes for them paper airplanes and settles
their childish arguments. Long story short, Jason is not satisfied with school time approaching.

Jason is fully not satisfied with school after moving to seventh grade. In addition, Jason is greatly scared
from the capabilities of the ninth graders. For instance, " | saw a seventh-grader, a puny little kid...a mob of
ninth-graders came running-up. They just went right over him. Never turned back.Like he was grass"
(Spinelli 22). Likewise, Jason encounters some ninth-graders at the bathroom using inappropriate language.
For example, "Watta you lookin' at, faggot-face?' (Spinelli 22) More or less, Jason wishes he could still stay
at sixth grade since the hallways are safer and there is only alittle chance that he might meet a ninth-grader.



Thursday, September 25, 2014

Jerry Spinelli displays a change in the protagonist, as well as thoroughly highlights the primeval conflicts
becoming natural teenager instincts. Moreover, Jason indirectly shows that he is indeed making-up his mind,
when halloween comes. For instance, “We all decided it would be our last year we got dressed up” (Spinelli
66). In addition, Jason is now ateenager that has to overcome the annoying pimples on his face. In other
words, “It had ayellow head...| squeezed it...until there was nothing but...red blood” (Spinelli 87). More or
less, Jason Herkimer has to take care of both natural teenage instincts and school.

Jason is indeed on the verge of extremely changing behaviors. Moreover, Jason begins to indirectly satirize
other cultures. For instance, “...Korean which iswhat Peter Kim is...Calvin him being black.Like, why did
they ask me what they ought to be ? They already were something...it seemed kind of funny” (Spinelli 66).
Likewise, Jason crosses the limits after assaulting Dugan’ s halloween costume. For example, when Jason
says that Dugan came as himself, except for this mask that he might have found in the garbage. Long story
short, the fact that Jason’ s behavior is beginning to get serious for it may lead to fantastic effects.

The setting is indeed dlightly changing to obviously provide a better understanding of the events and general
idea. Moreover, with the help of the dight change in terms of setting from summer vacation to Halloween,
the story seemed to be more comprehensible. For instance, the shift between Jason receiving teenage
instincts and before was more explicit with the setting because at summer vacation Jason mentioned that his
birthday of 13 would be in October and right after Halloween, Jason began to receive pimples. Furthermore,
when places are mentioned it’s easier to capture the general idea. For instance, “Hayrides...it was just for the
seventh graders, and it was going to be up at this place called Gwendolyn Orchards.” (Spinelli 53). To
conclude, the setting of this novel is present when need be which hel ps readers understand the context more.

Thursday,October 9,2014

The plot, towards the end of the book indeed touches great spontaneous events. Furthermore, on Vaentine's
day Jason wanted to hand Debbie,his girlfriend, a chocolate box, however he noticed that Debbie was
dancing with another boy which resulted in great melancholy. For instance, when Jason planned on giving
Debbie the gift and thought about al the romantic effects such as a date, kiss, endless love. Moreover, Jason
didn't get selected for the football team because of the ninth gradersin it. For example, when Jason went
home mad for afew weeks until he decided to go for track which would enhance his speed, however despite
the fact that he was often beaten (girls) by the end of the season he was able to approach the fastest runners
record in the team. Long story short, as unexpected events come up, the story becomes more appealing to
read.

The characters generally developed and adapted to the events. Furthermore, unfortunately Kippy Kim, the
brother of Peter Km, who isin the group of Jason, died hence he died in a car accident. For instance,”"l dug
deep-about six inches...My god! It's the dinosaur!...Pee-erlYet'sgo! I'm cared!..." (Spinelli 207,211). In
addition, Jason decides to go as far as the country where he meets Marceline Mc Allister, amisfit girl in his
class, who seems to complain alot. For instance, when Jason got suspended for skipping Marceline's
trombone performance and had to apologize. More or less, the characters indeed devel oped according to the
novel's atmosphere.



The atmosphere or mood towards the end of the story is partially happy and sad. Furthermore, Kippy was
often depicted as anguish who frequently interfered in Jason's group. Jason couldn't prevent his presence,
however at the end of the book he dug a hole representing a dinosaur foot print to scare of Kippy, as Kippy
disappeared Mrs.Kim called Mrs. Herkimer saying Kippy died in a car accident. For instance," The whole
night was crackling and popping, like everything was ready to come to boil.No wonder. Baseball...Kippy
Kimin acoffin...sunshine...dead crows..." (Spinelli 219). Moreover, throughout the novel Marceline was
badly depicted to the readers, however the fact that Jason at the end fell in love with her equalized both a
happy and sad ending. For instance, when Jason and Marceline went biking they began to talk about
themsel ves which then shaped aloving relationship to the end of the story. More or less, this story isindeed
better with the usage of feelings and a pretty equalized ending in terms of whether it is happy or sad.




